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"ÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÌÌȟ  

H 
ÅÁÒÔÙ ÃÏÎÇÒÁÔÕÌÁÔÉÏÎÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÔÈÒÅÅ ÍÅÎ 

×ÈÏ ÊÕÓÔ ÊÏÉÎÅÄ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÁÓ +ÎÉÇÈÔÓ 

ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ςÎÄ ÄÅÇÒÅÅȢ 4ÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ 0ÅÔÅÒ 3ÁÎȤ

ÄÒÉÁÎȟ *ÉÍ 7ÉÌÍÏÔÔ Ǫ *ÁÍÅÓ 2ÅÇÁÎȢ  

 3ÅÖÅÒÁÌ ÏÆ ÕÓ ×ÅÒÅ ÉÎ ÁÔÔÅÎÄÁÎÃÅ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉȤ

ÐÁÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÃÅÒÅÍÏÎÉÁÌÓ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ -ÁÒÙͻÓ ÉÎ !ÌȤ

ÐÈÁ ÏÎ -ÏÎÄÁÙȟ !ÐÒÉÌ ςυÔÈȢ 4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ Á ÍÅÁÎÉÎÇȤ

ÆÕÌ ÁÎÄ ÓÉÇÎÉПÉÃÁÎÔ ÅÖÅÎÔȟ ) ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅ ÁÌÌ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ×ÈÏ 

ÈÁÖÅ ÎÏÔ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔÅÄ Á ÎÅ× ÃÁÎÄÉÄÁÔÅ ÉÎ Á ÄÅÇÒÅÅ ÃÅÒÅȤ

ÍÏÎÉÁÌ ÔÏ ÔÁËÅ ÁÄÖÁÎÔÁÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÐÁÒÔÉÃÉÐÁÔÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ 

ÏÎÅ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ )Ô ×ÉÌÌ ÒÅÎÅ× ÙÏÕÒ ÃÏÎÖÉÃÔÉÏÎ ÁÓ Á 

+ÎÉÇÈÔȢ  

 7ÅÌÃÏÍÅ 0ÅÔÅÒȟ *ÉÍ ÁÎÄ *ÁÍÅÓȦ  #ÏÍÍÉÔÔÅÅ ÄÉÒÅÃȤ

ÔÏÒÓ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÓÅÅËÉÎÇ ÙÏÕ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ 

ÉÆ ÙÏÕͻÒÅ ÉÎÔÅÒÅÓÔÅÄ ÉÎ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÉÎ Á 

ÐÁÒÔÉÃÕÌÁÒ ×ÁÙȢ 4ÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ ÁÌ×ÁÙÓ 

ÐÌÅÎÔÙ ÔÏ ÄÏȦ 

6ÉÖÁÔ *ÅÓÕÓȦ     +ÅÖÉÎ  
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family life and see how even those 

who fail to live this ideal can be 

made to feel welcome in the 

Church. Following the mind of Je-

sus who was mercifully seeking 

the lost, the outcast and those who 

felt excluded, Francis affirms that 

there is place for everyone at the 

table of the Kingdom of God here 

on earth. 

 The Popeôs words bring so much balm of relief to 

those hurting Catholics who feel there is no way back 

to the Church. He asks priests to listen to people as 

they genuinely struggle to bring their lives in harmo-

ny with the Church teachings in the wake of divorc-

es, struggles with Natural Family Planning, and a 

host of other challenges in marriage and family life.  

 The statements and conclusions Pope Francis has 

made are very remarkable and worthy of acceptance 

as they are rooted in the very core of the gospel of 

Jesus Christ. One line that touched me very much is 

that the Eucharist ñis not a prize for the perfect, but a 

powerful medicine and nourishment for the weak.ò 

There is a vast wealth of insights and learnings in  

Amoris Laetitia which is a 256 page document. No 

wonder, the Pope is asking us all to read it slowly 

and reflectively. Thatôs exactly what I was doing ï 

until a wonderful parishioner of mine put me to 

shame when she told me that she already finished 

reading the whole document, not once but twice! She 

found it very refreshing and rewarding. And she be-

lieves that the Pope is truly Catholic! 

9ÏÕÒ ÂÒÏÔÈÅÒ ÉÎ #ÈÒÉÓÔȟ 

&ÒȢ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ /ÒÁÐÁÎËÁÌ 

ñIS THE POPE CATHOLIC?ò 

I smiled as I read about a panel discussion 

that the Fordham University hosted very 

recently (April 19) titled ñIs the Pope 

Catholic?ò This funny title takes signifi-

cance in the context of the Popeôs post-

synodal Apostolic Exhortation: Amoris 

Laetitia,or the Joy of Love. Some Catholic 

intellectuals and bloggers are very critical 

of the direction Pope Francis is giving the 

Church through his papacy and in particu-

lar through this document. Their accusa-

tion is that he is destabilizing the church, 

creating division, confusion and ambigui-

ty  

 I smiled again because this is exactly 

the kind of accusation Jesus had when he 

preached the kingdom of God. The Phari-

sees brought Jesus to Pilate accusing him 

of ñperverting our nationò and that ñhe 

stirs up the people by teaching throughout 

all Judea..ò (Luke 23 1-5). The religious 

leaders felt that Jesus was changing the 

most sacrosanct of the divine prescription 

when he broke the Sabbath by healing 

and even declaring that Sabbath is made 

for man (Mark 2:27). This was blasphemy 

for them. They felt threatened as they 

could not accept the truth that would 

make them free (John 8:32). 

 In my understanding, what Francis is 

trying to do without changing any Church 

doctrine, is to invite us all to look at the 

reality of the struggles our people are go-

ing through in their attempt to live the 

Sacramental  reality of marriage and  

Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
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4ÈÅ +ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÏÆ #ÏÌÕÍÂÕÓ υÔÈ 3ÕÎȤ

ÄÁÙ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÓ 

ÇÒÅÁÔÅÒ ÄÅÖÏÔÉÏÎ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ "ÌÅÓÓÅÄ 

6ÉÒÇÉÎ -ÁÒÙȢ  $ÅÖÏÔÉÏÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÏÎȤ

ÄÕÃÔÅÄ ÆÏÌÌÏ×ÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ρρÁÍ 

-ÁÓÓ ÁÔ 3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ #ÈÕÒÃÈ ÏÎ 

ÅÁÃÈ υÔÈ 3ÕÎÄÁÙ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÁÓÓÉÓȤ

ÔÁÎÃÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 3ÔȢ *ÏÓÅÐÈ !ÌÔÁÒ 2ÏÓÁÒÙ 3ÏÃÉÅÔÙȢ  

4ÈÅ ÒÏÓÁÒÙ ÏÆÆÅÒÓ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÐÁÒÉÓÈÉÏÎȤ

ÅÒÓ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȢ   -ÅÍÂÅÒÓ ÁÒÅ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÄ ÔÏ 

ÁÔÔÅÎÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÉÅÓȢ   0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÐÌÁÎ ÔÏ ÁÔÔÅÎÄȦ    

2016 ARC COLLECTION 
Thanks to the generosity of St. Joseph parishioners ($939), Shop Rite customers ($2,780) and to 

the men who volunteered for the two days of collections at Shop Rite, we had another successful 

year.   Almost $96,000 raised since the council started the project! 
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If you are soliciting sponsors or prize donors for our June 10 golf tournament, itôs im-

portant that we have the sponsor information no later than May 15 so we have time to or-

der signs that properly recognize sponsors on our signs! Tee sponsors get a sign of their 

own, prize sponsors are grouped on other signs (see sample photos of previous year signs). 

(ñLatecomerò sponsors will be included 
on the Sponsor Registry that is given to 

all golfers.) 
 
Contact Greg Boyle at 730-8737 if you 

have any questions. 
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Below ï council bowlers at the 2016 
NJ State Council Bowling Tourna-
ment: (l-r) Robert Young, Steve Bau-
ernfeind, Wayne McKay, Brian 
Loughney, Jim Codd, Kevin Lough-
ney, Bill Cerwinski & Dennis Bau-
com.  (Scores were ónot availableô at 
ópress timeô.) 


