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"ÒÏÔÈÅÒÓ ÁÌÌȟ 

As 
 ×Å ÍÏÖÅ ÔÈÒÏÕÇÈ ,ÅÎÔ ÔÏ×ÁÒÄ ÔÈÅ ÇÌÏÒÉÏÕÓ ÃÅÌȤ
ÅÂÒÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ %ÁÓÔÅÒ ) ×ÁÎÔ ÔÏ ÇÉÖÅ Á ÓÈÏÕÔ ÏÕÔ ÔÏ 
ÏÕÒ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÄÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ -ÁÒË +ÕÃÈÁÒÓËÉ ÆÏÒ ÐÕÔÔÉÎÇ 

ÏÎ Ô×Ï ÏÕÔÓÔÁÎÄÉÎÇ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÅÖÅÎÔÓȡ ÔÈÅ ÄÅÌÉÃÉÏÕÓ ,ÅÎÔÅÎ ÐÁÓȤ
ÔÁ ÓÕÐÐÅÒ ÁÎÄ &5. ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÂÏ×ÌÉÎÇ- Ô×Ï ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ×ÅÒÅ 
ÇÒÅÁÔ ÓÕÃÃÅÓÓÅÓȦ -ÁÒËͻÓ ÅÎÔÉÒÅ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÇÅÔÓ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅÓÅ 
ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÈÅÌÐ ÕÓ ÂÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÖÉÓÉÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÃÈÕÒÃÈȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ 
ÅÖÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÅØÃÅÌÌÅÎÔ ÏÐÐÏÒÔÕÎÉÔÉÅÓ ÔÏ ПÉÎÄ ÎÅ× ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓȦ 
4ÈÁÎË ÙÏÕ *ÅÎ ÁÎÄ -ÁÒË ÆÏÒ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÁÔ ÙÏÕ ÄÏȦ  

 ! ÓÅÃÏÎÄ ÓÈÏÕÔ ÏÕÔ ÔÈÉÓ ÍÏÎÔÈ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÔÅÁÍ 
ÏÆ -ÁÒÉÏ "ÅÒÎÁÒÄÏ ÁÎÄ 'ÒÅÇ "ÏÙÌÅȢ 4ÈÅÓÅ ÁÒÅ ÔÈÅ ͼÇÏ ÔÏ 
ÇÕÙÓͼ ÔÈÁÔ ËÅÅÐ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌ ÍÏÖÉÎÇ ÆÏÒ×ÁÒÄȢ 7ÉÔÈÏÕÔ ÁÌÌ ÔÈÅ 
×ÏÒË ÔÈÅÙ ÄÏ ÂÅÈÉÎÄ ÔÈÅ ÓÃÅÎÅÓȟ Πρπφςχ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÎÏÔ ÂÅ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÈÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÇÒÏÕÐ ×Å ÁÒÅȢ /ÎÅ ÅØÁÍÐÌÅ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ×ÌÙ ÄÅÖÉÓÅÄ 
ÏÎÌÉÎÅ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓÈÉÐ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ 0$& ×ÈÉÃÈ ÐÏÔÅÎÔÉÁÌ 
+ÎÉÇÈÔÓ ÃÁÎ ПÉÌÌ ÏÕÔ ÅÌÅÃÔÒÏÎÉÃÁÌÌÙ ÉÎÓÔÅÁÄ ÏÆ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÃÈÁÓÅÄ 
×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÁÐÅÒ ÆÏÒÍ ρππȢ 'Ï ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÎÄ ÃÈÅÃË ÉÔ ÏÕÔȢ 
-ÅÎÔÉÏÎ ÉÔ ÔÏ Á ÎÅ× ÒÅÃÒÕÉÔ ÁÎÄ ÈÅ ÍÁÙ ÊÕÓÔ ÇÏ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ПÉÌÌ 
ÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ÆÏÒÍ ÁÎÄ ÓÕÂÍÉÔ ÉÔȦ )ÔͻÓ ÉÄÅÁÓ ÌÉËÅ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÔÈÁÔ ÍÁËÅ ÕÓ 
Á ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÃÏÕÎÃÉÌȢ  

 (ÁÖÅ ) ÍÅÎÔÉÏÎÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ ×Å ÈÁÖÅ ÏÕÒ τÔÈ ÁÎÎÕÁÌ ÃÈÁÒÉȤ
ÔÙ ÇÏÌÆ ÄÁÙ ÏÎ &ÒÉÄÁÙȟ *ÕÎÅ ωÔÈȩ  0ÌÅÁÓÅ ÄÏ ÙÏÕÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÂÙ 
ÓÅÃÕÒÉÎÇ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȟ ÇÉÆÔÓ ÏÒ ÐÌÁÙÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÏÕÔÉÎÇȢ -ÁÎÙ 
ÈÁÎÄÓ ÍÁËÅ ÌÉÇÈÔ ×ÏÒËȢȢȢÔÈÁÎËÓ ÆÏÒ ÇÅÔÔÉÎÇ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄȢ )Æ ÙÏÕ 
ÄÏÎͻÔ ËÎÏ× ÈÏ× ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÈÅÌÐȟ ÃÁÌÌ ÍÅȢ 
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1. Crucifixion of Jesus is rec-

orded not only in the Bible, 

but also in extra-biblical 

sources of non-Christian his-

torians like Josephus (a Jew) 

and Tacitus (a Roman). 

2. The disciples experienced 

the risen Christ, even though 

they had lost all hopes with 

his crucifixion. In fact when the women re-

ported the resurrection, they refused to believe 

(Luke 24:11). Jesus himself had to rebuke their 

unbelief ñbecause they did not believe those 

who had seen Him after He had risen." (Mark 

16:14) 

3. We cannot explain the conversion of Saul of 

Tarsus (the persecutor of Christians) into Paul 

(the greatest missionary of Christianity) with-

out his experience of the Risen Christ as he 

himself narrates in Acts 9:1-19)  

 Every one of the false theories fails to ex-

plain the reality of Resurrection evidenced in the 

phenomenal growth of Christianity into the larg-

est and greatest religion in the world. Yes, we 

need to make Paulôs words our own: And if Christ 

has not been raised, our preaching is useless é.. 

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is fu-

tile; you are still in your sins.ò (1  Corinthians 

15:14-17). Let us reinforce our reasons for believ-

ing in the One who rose from the dead! 

Happy Easter! 

Your brother in the Risen Lord, 

&ÒȢ !ÂÒÁÈÁÍ /ÒÁÐÁÎËÁÌ 

IF THE BONES OF JESUS 
WERE TO BE FOUNDé?  

That question may seem ridiculous and 

hypothetical. Yet, hypothetically speak-

ing, if the bones of Jesus were to be 

found, the foundation of Christianity 

would crumble. After all, we know that 

our Christian faith is totally dependent on 

the fact of the Resurrection as Paul rightly 

said: ñIf Christ has not been raised, our 

preaching is useless éò (1  Corinthians 

15:14). In fact there are a surprising num-

ber of theories against the resurrection: 

the Swoon theory (Jesus only swooned 

and so was resuscitated to life), the Hallu-

cination theory (the disciples halluci-

nated that Jesus was alive), the Imperson-

ation theory (people saw the look alike of 

Jesus), the Theft theory (soldiers were 

bribed to say the body was stolen: Mat-

thew 28:11-15), the Unknown Tomb theo-

ry (those crucified were thrown into a 

pit), the Spiritual Resurrection theory 

(real resurrection is of spiritual nature), 

etc.  

 Hence hereôs the question worth 

reflecting as we approach the Feast of 

Easter - this most important pillar of 

Christianity: if someone tells you that he 

or she does not believe that Jesus rose 

from the dead, are you able to speak con-

vincingly of your firm faith in the resur-

rection? We should be. There are many 

arguments. But here are just three that we 

can easily use: 

Fr. Abraham Orapankal 
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CATðFree to good home: Serious  
inquiries only. Call (732) 715-0057 

Meeting Reminder  

Council meetings  
during Lent begin at 
7:45 pm to permit us to 
attend the 7 pm evening 
mass at St. Joseph 

Church.   

April meetings are: 

April 6th at 7:45 pm 

April 20th at 7:30 pm  

In May, we return to the 
2nd & 4th Thursdays 
schedule (7:30 pm).  

(See the calendar  
on the last page) 

Our council offers Joseph F. Labuta  

scholarships to high school seniors.   

¶ A student who is the child of a St.  

Joseph parishioner must use the St. 

Joseph Parish Scholarship Application 

Form available at www.sjchb.org/

scholarships.html   

¶ A student who is the child of a St. 

John Neumann parishioner or the 

child of a St. Joseph Council mem-

ber who is a parishioner elsewhere 

must use the Joseph F. Labuta Schol-

arship Application Form available at 

www.kofc10627.org/council-

scholarships.html 

Application deadline is May 1. 

Questions should be directed to 

brother Mario Bernardo who chairs 

both the council program and the St. 

Joseph Parish program.   

Contact Mario at 638-6318 or 

mbern67@yahoo.com 

http://www.sjchb.org/scholarships.html
http://www.sjchb.org/scholarships.html
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The 2017 brochure is available from our council website 

"News & Information" page.  This is our council's biggest fund 

raising event each year and supports many of the great things 

we accomplish.  Recruit foursomes and sponsors ASAP!  


