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My Dear Brothers,

P

eople have always said, especially our
moms, that “patience is a virtue and a skill
to be desired”. Well, it seems like most of
us certainly have acquired that skill because everyone that I know is being very patient and
considerate when it comes to social distancing. For
now, just keep up the good work because I believe,
and hope, that an easing up to all of this is coming
soon. As you can see, we, as Knights, have cancelled
so many things, that we are reporting on what we
haven’t done.
This month, Fr. James wanted to start a
monthly Evening of Recollection for the Knights of
Columbus. It would have been something new and
refreshing to look forward to. However, because of
the social distancing rules, it was cancelled. It will
take place and get it’s start at a future date. A similar
situation took place with a wine and beer tasting
party that was supposed to happen on May 2nd. This
would have been under the direction of Brother
Damian Rigatti and would have served as a fund
raiser for the parish. Again, this activity was cancelled and will take place on a later date.
The Knights, each year, provide a dinner for all
of the priests in the diocese. The dinner is called the
Pride In Priests Dinner. This activity was scheduled
for May 12th and is currently waiting for a new date
to be assigned.
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On a very positive note, seven of our council
brothers took advantage of the Online Exemplification being offered by Supreme. They moved up
from either 1st or 2nd degree to 3rd degree and
Full Knighthood. This all took place online in one
35 minute ceremony. Congratulations to Tom
O’Farrell, Tom Creelman, Luke Rigatti, Damian Rigatti, James Cardenas, James Knoll and
Tom Newman. There are more dates where this
exemplification will be offered and hopefully
more brothers will take advantage of it. Greg
Boyle will provide more about this on another
page.
Scholarships this year, because of our lack of
funds from dealing with the pandemic, were only
provided to the children of brother Knights. Two
excellent students were awarded scholarships,
Lucy Kucharski and Josh Kinsky. Congratulations to both of them! More information will be
provided about them on another page.
Finally, on behalf of the entire council, I want
to express our deepest and most sincere sympathies to the family of Brother Greg Boyle and his
wife Kathleen for the passing of a deeply loved
grandchild from North Carolina. Our prayers are
with them and may God Bless.
Vivat Jesus,
Mario Bernardo, Grand Knight

2020-2021 Columbian Year
Officer Nominations
Elective offices:
• Grand Knight—Mario Bernardo
• Deputy Grand Knight—
Jim McCloskey
• Chancellor—Tom Klawunn
• Advocate—Greg Boyle
• Recorder—Steve Bauernfeind
• Treasurer—Rich Mirocco
• Warden—Andy Kin
• Inside Guard—Tom O'Farrell
• Outside Guard—Chris Dietrich

The following slate of officers was offered by the
Nominating Committee. All current Officers and
Trustees have agreed to continue.
We will conduct a ‘virtual election’ to determine if
there are additional nominations for elective offices.
Nominations can be made
using the “Virtual Elections-2020-2021” web page
on the council website.

• Trustee—Bill Cerwinski
• Trustee —Kevin Loughney
• Trustee—Tom Corrado
Non-elective offices:
• Chaplain—Fr. James Kyrpczak
• Financial Secretary—Robert Young
(Officer responsibilities appear on following page)

Churches Will Reopen Soon!

It’s happened already some places!
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KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS – MAJOR DUTIES OF COUNCIL OFFICERS
GRAND KNIGHT

CHANCELLOR

•
•
•

•

•
•

Presides Over Meetings
Acts as Chaplain in absence of the regular Chaplain
Countersigns orders drawn and signed by the Fin.
Secretary
Countersigns checks drawn and signed by the
Treasurer
Reads Vouchers, Notices, etc.

LECTURER (Appointed by F. S.)

•

DEPUTY GRAND KNIGHT

•

•

Keeps a true record of the doings of his council

•
•
•
•
•

•

Collects and receives all Moneys

•

Keeps Accounts
Pays Money to Treasurer
Keeps a record of the financial and business transactions of council
Draws Orders
Keeps Accounts of his council.
Notifies Grand Knight when a candidate receives
degrees
Keeps the seal of the council and affixes the same
to proper papers, etc.
Notifies the Comptroller of the Fourth Degree Assembly of any fourth degree member who may
transfer to the council, or who may transfer from
the council, or who may be suspended by the
council.

Shall be present at all meetings of his council, and
at the Has charge of all the council property, except
moneys and account and record books of officers.
Instructs guards in their duties and appoint the
same.

GUARDS

•
•

The Inside Guard attends the entrance to the council chamber, through its inner door;
The Outside Guard, the entrance through the outer
door.

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

•

•
•

TREASURER

•
•
•
•
•
•

The attorney of the council in case of trial and investigation of any matter whatsoever of interest to
the council

WARDEN

Conducts all correspondence of the council

FINANCIAL SECRETARY (Appointed by Supreme
Council)

•
•
•
•

Endeavors to devise means to entertain his council
at meetings and perform such duties as his council
may direct

ADVOCATE

Presides in the absence or inability of the Grand
Knight

RECORDER

•
•

Assists the Grand Knight and the Deputy Grand
Knight in the performance of their duties and shall
take charge of the council during the incapacity or
extended absence of both.

Is the custodian of all funds of the council

•

Receives Moneys, etc.
Give a written receipt to the Financial Secretary
Obtains vouchers or certificates of deposit
Pays all moneys assessed by Supreme Council
Keeps separate accounts of the moneys for the
council
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The Board of Trustees shall consist of the Grand
Knight and three members to be elected by the
council.
The Grand Knight shall be its chairman.
Have supervision of all the financial business of the
council and their approval shall be necessary for
the payment of all moneys except Benefit Fund
moneys and demands of the Supreme Council or
Board of Directors or state council.
Audits the accounts of the Financial Secretary and
Treasurer at least every six months, and in January
and July report thereon to their council, State Deputy, District Deputy and Supreme Secretary.

What day is
today?
That seems like a simple question that anyone should be able to answer. Unfortunately – that does not seem to be the case, (and not
just because we continue to live with the changes caused by the
Coronavirus pandemic).
Let’s set aside the issue that if I ask that question of someone
on the other side of the world, ‘today’ is not the same to them as
‘today’ is for me. If it’s Monday here, it might be Tuesday (or maybe
Sunday) there! I gave up long ago trying to understand that. I accept that it’s because of the International Date Line or Poseidon or
maybe Walt Disney or Bugs Bunny. Or maybe President Trump is to blame! Maybe it’s
due to sun spots or global warning!
Doesn’t matter! Suffice it is to say that Tuesday here may be Monday or Wednesday there. That’s just the way it is, and it’s not the issue.
Let’s narrow the question down. If I ask several people in the same time zone,
“What day is today?”, there should be no confusion. If it’s Sunday in the Eastern Standard Time (EST) zone, it’s Sunday, etc., etc. (Please stay with me on this.)
If I ask a bunch of you, “What day is today?”, (or any other simple question) why
can’t I get a simple answer?
Why would so many of you not answer the question – at all? Did you not see the
question or was it some number of crap that I asked the question?
Whatever – why didn’t you answer the question?
Or why, if you did answer the question, would you tell me about other things?
And maybe even confuse the reply? Did you ‘read into’ the question something else?
Was the question too ambiguous to answer?
Beats me!
So, if you read this and want to tell me “What day is today?”, just send a simple
message to me at gaboyle1@comcast.net. At least I’ll know you are ‘out there’ and reading this (and give a crap). Sounds easy, does hard!
Have a great day (whether it’s Sunday, Monday, or whatever where you are!)
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Leaving no neighbor behind!
According to a recent NJ.COM report by Caroline Fassett, the coronavirus pandemic has
strained the abilities of disaster relief organizations to meet the needs of the hungry.
Fasset reports, “between April 2019 and April 2020, the Salvation Army increased its food
distribution across Atlantic City, Vineland and Plainfield by 428%, serving 879,300 meals
across those regions in April of this year alone.” The Salvation Army is feeding more New
Jersey residents than ever. So too, the needs and response to those needs have increased locally.
Knights and St. Joseph Church parishioners have adjusted to the restrictions required
to help us to survive the pandemic and continue to address the needs of others.
One such way Knights help the community is through its Food for Families Program.
Knight Don Branflick, (at left) who coordinates
the program for St. Joseph Council and St. Joseph
Parish, High Bridge, helps to ensure that the Open
Cupboard Food Pantry in Clinton is ‘stocked’ with
food (and volunteers). Don reports that food donations to the pantry , “overall have soared along
with the number of clients” since the pandemic
began. The number of volunteers assisting the
distribution to clients has also increased. Teams
of Knights have continued their efforts during the
crisis. Nothing stops the stalwart volunteers!
Team members
wear masks and
observe ‘social distancing’ precautions, to deliver the
generous donations from Shop Rite of Clinton and its customers and from St. Joseph Parishioners to the pantry!
Right: Food for Families donations at St. Joseph Church
To meet the increased demands, the council also donated $500 to help the pantry. (That’s in addition to the regular $500 annual donation from the Knights.) Some
Knights have also sent personal donations to the pantry.
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Leaving no neighbor behind!
Our Food for Families Program
Clockwise from above: Knight Rich Mirocco with cases of produce donated by Shop Rite. Knight Greg
Boyle with basket of items donated by Shop Rite
customers for the Food Pantry. Food Pantry volunteer Dick Kline checking in donations. Rich Mirocco
with some of the day’s deliveries, and volunteer
George Mehaffey unloading them.
Several other Knights assist with the bi-weekly
deliveries and others volunteer for other duties at
the pantry and thrift shop.
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Congratulations to council
members who have taken
advantage of the opportunity to complete their Knighthood Exemplification using
the new online process:

Attend Mass online!
We are still not permitted to
attend Mass at our churches,
but we can still meet our obligations as Knights and
practicing Catholics to attend Mass on Sunday.

April

Thanks to the efforts of Deacons Steve Fortier and Tom
McGovern, St. Joseph Parish will continue to livestream Sunday Mass at 9:30
am until we are able to return to church from:
www.facebook.com/stjoeshb

May

Bishop Robert Barron,
Auxiliary Bishop of the
Archdiocese of Los Angeles,
live-streams daily & Sunday
Masses (at 8:15 am and later) from:
www.wordonfire.org/dailymass/
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St. Joseph Council has awarded dozens of scholarships to high school graduates over the years—to children of St. Joseph or St. John Neumann parishioners or a St. Joseph Council member. Awardees are selected on the basis of academic achievement, involvement in parish, community and school activities.
Additionally, applicants must submit an essay describing what his or her Catholic faith means and how the applicant plans to continue to practice his or her
faith in college. The council scholarships are awarded to honor our deceased member, Joseph F.
Labuta, who helped to organize the council and served with dedication for many years.
Regrettably, the Coronavirus Pandemic forced the council to cancel its major fund–raising activity this year. That, in turn, prevented the council from offering scholarships to the children of
parishioners at St. Joseph Church and St. John Neumann Church. While this year’s parish program was curtailed, two Joseph F. Labuta Scholarships were awarded to children of council
members.
Josh Kinsky is the son of Barbara and Dave Kinsky. Lucy Kucharski is the daughter of Jennifer
and Mark Kucharski. Both Lucy and Josh are graduates of Voorhees High School.
At Voorhees, Lucy participated in Lacrosse, Images, Book Club, and Spirit Fest. She completed her CCD requirements at St. Josephs and was an Altar Server from 2017 to 2020. Within the
community and parish Lucy helped at almost all Knights Of Columbus charitable events and activities serving and preparing food as well as setting up and breaking down for the same. This
Fall, Lucy will attend Centenary University and major in Fashion Merchandising.
Josh participated in the National World Language Society, Science Honor Society, Cross Country, Winter and Spring Track at Voorhees. He too completed his CCD requirements at St. Joseph
Parish, and serves as an Altar Server. Within the community Josh participated on the Hunterdon
Hawks track team, and the High Bridge Summer Recreation Program. In the Fall, Josh will attend
Millersville University and major in Meteorology.
Congratulations to both!
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1. If poison expires, is it more poisonous or is it no longer poisonous?
2. Which letter is silent in the word "Scent," the S or the C?
3. Do twins ever realize that one of them is unplanned?
4. Why is the letter W, in English, called double U? Shouldn't it be called
double V?
5. Maybe oxygen is slowly killing you and it just takes 75-100 years to
fully work.
6. Every time you clean something, you just make something else dirty.

7. The word "swims" upside-down is still "swims".
8. 100 years ago everyone owned a horse and only the rich had cars. Today everyone has cars
and only the rich own horses.
9. If you replace "W" with "T" in "What, Where and When", you get the answer to each of them.
10. At a movie theatre, which arm rest is yours?
11. If people evolve from monkeys, why are monkeys still around?
12. Why is there a 'D' in fridge, but not in refrigerator?

13. Who knew what time it was when the first clock was made?
14. Wonder why the word funeral starts
with FUN?
15. Why isn't a Fireman called a Waterman?
16. How come Lipstick doesn't do what it
says?
17. If money doesn't grow on trees, how

come Banks have Branches?
18. How do you get off a non-stop Flight?
19. Why are goods sent by ship called
CARGO and those sent by truck SHIPMENT?
20. When two airplanes fly close to each
other it’s called a near miss. Shouldn’t
it be called a near hit?
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(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted)
Officers:
Grand Knight Mario Bernardo
797-6344
Chaplain
Fr. James Kyrpczak 303-6243
Deputy G. K. Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Chancellor
Tom Klawunn
246-3722
Advocate
Greg Boyle
730-8737
Recorder
Steve Bauernfeind 638-4285
Fin. Sec.
Robert Young
832-2721
Treasurer
Rich Mirocco
638-4504
Warden
Andy Kin
617-5621
Inside Guard Tom O’Farrell
246-7507
Outside Guard Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Past GK
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Trustees:
Bill Cerwinski, PGK
(732) 715-0057
Kevin Loughney, PGK
797-0061
Tom Corrado, PGK
328-9440
Faith In Action Program Directors:
Faith
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Family
Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Community Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Life
Rich Mirocco
638-4804
Fraternal Programs Directors:
Program
Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Membership Mario Bernardo
797-6344

Happy Birthday!
Tom O’Farrell June 1
Brian Loughney June 3
Bob Buckley June 7
Steve Kallesser June 8
Tom Corrado June 14
Peter Sandrian June 19
Debbie Coughlin June 20
Coleen Conroy June 22
Monica Coughlin June 22
Jane Klawunn June 25
Bob Wise June 27
George Franey June 29

Happy Anniversary!
Don & Mary Branflick
June 5
Robert & Susan Young
June 5
Clyde & Carol Mowrey
June 6
Bill & Bonnie Honachefsky
June 12
Ted & Mindy Manahan
June 13
Mark & Jennifer Kucharski
June 15
Tom & Jane Klawunn
June 17
Kevin & O’Brien Speckin
June 18
Bill & Annette Mahoney
June 22
Rich & Linda Mirocco
June 27

All the News That Fits.

Dist. Deputy:
Ins. Agent:

Dan Murphy
635-4120
Gerry Tatarka (973) 713-3394

Website: www.kofc10627.org

The three hardest
things to say are:
1. I was wrong,
2. I need help,
3. Worcestershire
Sauce

Knight Worthy News is published monthly and distributed via E-mail. Send
letters & comments to: gaboyle1 @ comcast.net
Find St. Joseph Council at: www.kofc10627.org
10

11

