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Also, our council recently had a Zoom meet-
ing with our Field Agent Gerald Tatarka who 
went over all the latest insurance opportuni-
ties available to Brother Knights. So, we can’t 
meet, but we are getting the jobs done. 

 Well Brothers, another fiscal year has 
come to an end on June 30th.  Therefore, as is 
the case every year, a budget meeting is 
planned for the middle of July. All directors 
are advised to plan accurately and carefully 
for your financial needs for the coming year. 
Please be sure to confer with your activity 
leaders and be prepared to attend the meeting 
whether it is through Zoom, or in person ad-
hering to social distancing. 

 Currently, the Officer Selection commit-
tee is focusing on getting more brothers in-
volved in council activities. The emphasis is 
to get the directors and officers more help by 
giving small responsibilities to members that 
are not normally involved. 

 Recently, a new sign was built and placed 
in front of the rectory. The installation was 
completed by Tom Corrado and me. The ma-
terials were purchased by Tom Corrado, Greg 
Boyle and me and the sign was painted by 
artist Michael Carroll. All of the costs for the 
artist’s work was funded by the council. 

 Finally, it is our prayers that are one of the 
most important things that we do. So, let us 
pray that this horrible pandemic comes to an 
end quickly with no more deaths.  Let us pray 
for those that are ill: Brother Vincent Scar-
poni, Annette Wilmott daughter of Brother 
James Wilmott, and our pastor Fr. James 
Kyrpczak.  For the deceased: The family of 
Josephine  Sorano, RIP; The family of Bren-
dan Boyle, RIP. May God bless our council, 
the Brothers and all of their families. 

Vivat Jesus,     

  Mario Bernardo, Grand Knight 

My Dear Brothers, 

Ou 
r brothers from council 10627 are 
still remaining active during these 
difficult and challenging months. 

Maybe not in the same ways that we are used 
to during normal times, none the less, we are 
working on charitable activities as a unified 
fraternal organization.  Yes, even though there 
are now social restrictions, we are still carrying 
out our precepts of charity, unity, fraternity 
and patriotism. The following paragraphs will 
describe what we’ve been up to. 

 A small group of brothers is still available to 
pick up groceries and prescriptions for those in 
need that can’t get to the store. Just a call to 
Mary Jean at the parish office or to me is all 
that is needed.  

 Brothers are working weekly at the Open 
Cupboard Food Pantry. Under the continuous 
leadership of Don Branflick, twice a week 
brothers deliver food from ShopRite to the 
pantry. This year 2527 lbs. of food was deliv-
ered by our Knights. In addition, a number of 
our Knights work each week at the pantry 
weighing, stacking and sorting food as well as 
waiting on clients. A very special thank you 
and a God Bless goes out to Steve Bauern-
feind, Mario Bernardo, Greg Boyle, Don Bran-
flick, Paul Lipani, Wayne Lloyd, Kevin 
Loughney, Wayne McKay, Rich Mirocco, Pe-
ter Sandrian, Eric Blasic and Robert Young. 
George Mehaffey is a big help as well, alt-
hough he is not a Knight. 

 Since social distancing is of the utmost im-
portance Webinars and Zoom seem to be the 
methods of choice for meetings. Supreme is 
holding webinars on a weekly basis covering 
everything from Administration techniques to 
degree exemplifications. Recently our officer 
selection committee held a meeting using 
Zoom. Although it is not as good as meeting 
face to face, the meeting was very successful.  
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Thanks to the “time, talent, and 

treasure” efforts of council mem-

bers,  St. Joseph Parish has a new 

sign in front of the rectory.  It re-

placed an older sign that had been 

erected in that position by council 

members.  

 Materials for the replacement 

were supplied by brothers Mario 

Bernardo and Greg Boyle 

and design work was han-

dled by Greg.  The sign was 

painted by artist Mike Car-

roll from Glen Gardner, and 

funded by the council.  

Brothers Mario and Tom 

Corrado erected the sign.  

(At right, Mike Carroll with 

brothers Tom Corrado and 

Mario Bernardo.)  

Council Chaplain, Fr. James 

Kyrpczak extends his 

thanks to the council for 

their generosity.  
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Online Exemplifications Expanded! 

The May 2020 issue of  Knight Worthy News described 

how members who have not attained the Knighthood 

(3rd) Degree could accomplish that by completing the 

new online Exemplification of  Charity, Unity and Fra-

ternity.   

 The online exemplification was initially developed to help councils pro-

cess candidates for membership when social distancing requirements prevent-

ed in person ceremonies.  It was quickly expanded to assist existing members 

to achieve the Knighthood level. 

 In May and June, several of  our council brothers took advantage of  the 

opportunity and participated in an online exemplification on a Thursday 

evening.   

 The online exemplification has been extremely popular and, since the 

COVID-19 crisis is still interfering with any opportunity to conduct exempli-

fications, Supreme will also continue to 

schedule online exemplifications during 

July.  But—it does not have to be done 

on a Thursday!  It’s available 24/7! 

If  you are not already a 3rd 

Degree Member—you will re-

ceive an invitation containing 

a link to the ceremony.  Please 

plan to spend the half-hour 

necessary to complete your 

4th Degree  
Exemplification  

Scheduled 

• November 22, 2020 

• Registration at 11:30 AM, 
Degree Ceremony at 1:00 
PM 

• The "New" La Neve's 
276 Belmont Avenue 
Haledon, New Jersey 07508 
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USA Flags still fly over I-78 

It wasn’t long after the “9-11” attacks in 2001 when patriotic 

fervor in the United States resulted in unprecedented numbers of USA flags being displayed above interstate highways 

throughout the country.  It’s unknown who initiated the practice along Interstate 78 in Hunterdon County, but within a 

couple of years, many flags were missing or had fallen into disrepair. 

 The Knights of Columbus St. Joseph Council 10627 in High Bridge responded.  Members of the Knights of Columbus 

are dedicated to four principles: charity, unity, fraternity, and patriotism.  The High Bridge Knights recognized that dis-

playing the flags on interstate highways is an excellent way to support the principle of patriotism.  The High Bridge 

Knights decided to replace and maintain the flags on nearly 30 miles of I-78 overpasses west of I-287 in Somerset County 

to the Hunterdon/Warren County line!  They purchased the flags and enlisted the aid of Boy Scout Troop 288 in Annan-

dale to help to place flags — usually in time for each Flag Day on June 14. 

 Knight Kevin Loughney of High Bridge initiated the program and has continued 

to lead the effort ever since.  He formed teams of Scouts & parents who place the 

flags—usually on an early Sunday morning when overpass traffic is light and they 

can easily observe proper safety precautions.  Worn out flags are respectfully 

‘retired’.  For several years, Troop 288 continued to participate in the program.   

 In 2014, after the High Bridge Knights had been handling the effort for a few 

years without the aid of Scouts, they reached out to the Knights of Columbus Pope 

John Paul II Assembly 3293 (also in High Bridge) for assistance.  The Pope John Paul 

II Assembly is comprised of Knights from several local councils in Hunterdon Coun-

ty who have advanced to the 4th and final Knights’ Degree, and which is specifically 

dedicated to the principle of patriotism.  Loughney asked the Assembly to encour-

age other local Knights councils to participate.  Two councils responded: Our Lady 

of Lourdes Council 6930 in Whitehouse Station and St. Catherine of Siena Council 

15703 in Pittstown.  The three councils have since shared the responsibility for 

placing and maintaining flags, with specific I-78 

overpasses assigned to each council.  The High 

Bridge Knights purchase the flags (made in USA) to 

be placed on the fencing above overpasses and pre-

pare the flags to ensure they’ll stand up to the strain 

of incessant winds.  The other councils then share 

the costs and place the flags. 

 Patriotism also is in the Boy Scouts of America’s DNA.  Duty to country is among the 

first line in the organization’s programs.    

 For 2020, Loughney asked fellow Knight Steve Kallesser of Clinton, to get involved in 

the program.  Kallesser is also a leader in BSA Troop 121 of Clinton.  Troop 121 respond-

ed.  The Clinton Scouts replaced the flags on more than a dozen overpasses recently while 

Knights replaced the flags on the rest of the I-78 overpasses.   For Flag Day 2020, all of the 

I-78 flags had been replenished! 

 Recognizing that some flags on overpasses on I-287 and I-78 east of I-287 also require attention, Loughney recently 

contacted Knights of Columbus leaders in those areas suggesting that they recruit their members to expand the flag re-

plenishment program to their areas.   

 Thanks to the efforts of a few, Hunterdon County continues to show travelers that the belief in the USA is strong 

here!  Many drivers who see the work in progress sound their horns and wave in salute as they pass underneath!    

Knight Kevin Loughney instructing 
Scout Antonio Kallesser on the proper 

procedure to fasten the flags to the  
fencing. 

Above: Knight and Scout Leader 
Steve Kallesser assisting.  
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Some of you may remember 

my question in the June 

KWN, “What Day is To-

day?”  I invited you to an-

swer that question in a  

message to me to let me know that you 

are ‘out there’, and reading KWN.  I 

predicted that the request “sounds 

easy, does hard”!  

 It must have been a lot harder 
than I thought!  Fewer than 5% of 

the people who receive KWN answered 

the question!  The good news is that 

every one of the responses was correct.  

(Well, I think all were correct.  I’m not 

sure about one because it came from 

the other side of the International Date 

Line!) 

  But I do thank 

the almost 5% of 

you readers who 

do care and took 

some time to re-

spond! 

answers to the question, 

What day is today?   
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Knight Worthy News is published monthly and distributed via E-mail.  Send  
letters & comments to:   gaboyle1 @ comcast.net  

Find St. Joseph Council at: www.kofc10627.org 

Happy Anniversary! 

Wayne & Virginia Lloyd 

July 11 

Joe & Jill Gallico    

July 12 

Ed & Julia Schneider    

July 12 

Tom & Carolyn Newman   

July 22 

Matt & Sarah Hall    

July 24 

Tom and Pamela O’Farrell    

July 28 

Mark & Carol Ayotte    

July 29 

Happy Birthday! 
Shirley Scarponi   July 4 

Joseph Maretta   July 5 

Tim Waldron   July 9   

Caryn McKay   July 10 

Sarah Hall   July 12 

Jill Gallico   July 16 

Chris Dietrich July 16 

Theresa O’Shea   July 26 

All the News That Fits. 

(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted) 

Officers: 
Grand Knight     Mario Bernardo       797-6344 

Chaplain        Fr. James Kyrpczak      303-6243 

Deputy G. K.     Jim McCloskey        328-5176 

Chancellor         Tom Klawunn          246-3722 

Advocate           Greg Boyle               730-8737 

Recorder            Steve Bauernfeind    638-4285 

Fin. Sec.             Robert Young          832-2721 

Treasurer           Rich Mirocco           638-4504 

Warden              Andy Kin                  617-5621 

Inside Guard      Tom O’Farrell          246-7507 

Outside Guard   Chris Dietrich           797-0243 

Past GK             Tom Corrado            328-9440 

Trustees: 

Bill Cerwinski, PGK               (732) 715-0057 

Kevin Loughney, PGK                     797-0061 

Tom Corrado, PGK                          328-9440 

Faith In Action Program Directors: 

Faith                Tom Corrado            328-9440 

Family              Chris Dietrich            797-0243 

Community      Jim McCloskey          328-5176 

Life                   Rich Mirocco            638-4804 

Fraternal Programs Directors: 

Program            Jim McCloskey         328-5176 

Membership     Mario Bernardo         797-6344 

Dist. Deputy:     Dan Murphy             635-4120 

Ins. Agent:        Gerry Tatarka  (973) 713-3394 

Website: www.kofc10627.org   


