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Dear Brothers,

So, why am I reminding you of this? Recently, in my messages and Greg Boyle’s meshe leaves are turning, the nights/Knights are
cool, and the last of the summer fruits and vege- sages in the Knight Worthy News we talked
about the brothers that were recruited into new
tables are being picked. Fall is here! The kids
are in school (well maybe), the ghosts and gob- positions within the council; directors, activity
lins are around the corner; hopefully the children and their leaders and assistants. We have given every
adults can find a way to safely celebrate Halloween without new leader listed on the Faith In Action Protoo much sacrifice this year. One thing is for sure however, gram Chart, that everyone received in the
Knight Worthy News, a list of responsibilities,
we will all be wearing a mask this Halloween.
or a small job description. Here is where it is
On a more serious topic, I would like to again mention
important to remember the message of the
our founding precepts for the Knights of Columbus. Charistring and rope because it is all of our responsity, Unity, Fraternity and Patriotism the foundation by
bilities to assist our new leaders with council
which we function as councils. Most of the time, as counprojects. Some of us can assist with every accils, we are working on, talking about or writing about
tivity, some of us can help with a few activiCharity. It is one of our most important efforts. However, I
ties, however, we all should be able to particiwould like to point out the importance of Unity.
pate in at least one or two activities. No brothLet us all remember when we made our Second Degree
er or leader should ever be alone. Remember,
or what we call the Formation Degree. Many of us, for
there is no greater role model in this world
this degree, were fortunate enough to hear our brother Don
than for a young child to see their dad, brother,
Branflick speak very eloquently about Unity as it applies
grandfather or uncle giving their time to help
to the Knights. Recall the example he used. Don gave eveothers. The Lord knows that we need good
ryone a single strand of string and asked us to pull on it,
role models in our current social climate.
breaking it very easily. Then he gave us a rope made of
In conclusion, I ask us all to pray for all of
hundreds of strands of string all twined together in the same
those that are in need of our prayers and also
direction. Don asked us to pull on the rope, try to break it,
we could not even come close to breaking it. The point Don for Fr. James Kyrpczak, Vincent Scarponi,
Annette Wilmott, Greg Rathgen, Patty Ronmade was that some of our council work can be done indica, and Robert Ronca. Also pray for a quick
vidually, but our true strength as a council, when we really
end to the Covid Pandemic. God Bless you
shine, is when we work together as many strands pulling in and all of your families.
the same direction. Remember, there are 120 brothers in
our council.
Vivat Jesus,
Mario Bernardo, Grand Knight
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Dear KWN Readers!
2020 is the 25th year that I’ve been sending
Knight Worthy News to council members, to other
Knights, and to individuals who are not Knights.

Collection
Dates

I sometimes receive a ‘thank you’ from KWN
readers. And occasionally, I receive more specific
comments, usually as a reaction to a “Bully Pulpit”
or an essay or treatise about something that may
not exactly be ‘council business’ (like the 3-part
My Take, Sin & the Forgiveness of Sins that ends
this month). Reactions from readers, whether
positive or negative, are an indication that
someone cares! It’s gratifying to even know that
someone actually read the newsletter and I certainly don’t object to have someone disagree with
what I put in KWN. (Sometimes I expect that reaction!) Just so:
If you are offended in any way by what I put
in KWN, or just don’t want me to send KWN to
you, send a message to me informing me that
you want to be removed from the KWN distribution list. I will promptly cancel your subscription and refund, in full, what you paid to subscribe to KWN. In fact, because this is a milestone
year (25 years of continuous publication), I’m
feeling especially generous.

I will refund

DOUBLE

what you’ve

paid for subscribing for the entire time
you’ve been receiving KWN! Just let me
how many years of subscription payments I
need to refund to you!
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My Take!

Sin and the Forgiveness of Sins

PART 3

Reminder: I am not a biblical scholar and I offered this 3-part treatise solely as “my take’”
about the issues. I did not prepare this as a “scholarly treatise.” Where I took something
completely intact from a source, I enclosed it in quotation marks and italicized the text.
Reconciliation Services
In the 1970's (post Vatican 2), “Reconciliation Services" or “Penance Services”—usually
during Lent and Advent—became common in the Catholic Church (especially in the
United States). The services were in the form of Scripture readings, a homily, and a
priest-guided examination of conscience and those present recited a set confessional
text in unison. In part, that was a response to a post Vatican 2 decline in Catholics participating in Confession.
The idea was that a half-hour or hour-long service would prepare those who attended for Confession, and allow those who had been reluctant to go to Confession to see
that many others were in the same boat. Often, one week, the priests in the surrounding area would come to one parish for the service; the next week, they would go to another making multiple priests available for private confession at the conclusion of the
service. Frequently—perhaps due to the unavailability of a sufficient number of priests
to conduct the Sacrament of Penance, the priest gave general absolution at the conclusion of the service.

General absolution was not a new practice and had been in use before Martin Luther
published his 95 theses. It is still permitted in the Catholic Church, subject to restrictions addressed in Canon 961:
§1. Absolution cannot be imparted in a general manner to many penitents at once without previous
individual confession unless:
1/ danger of death is imminent and there is insufficient time for the priest or priests to hear the confessions of the individual penitents;
2/ there is grave necessity, that is, when in view of the number of penitents, there are not enough
confessors available to hear the confessions of individuals properly within a suitable period of time
in such a way that the penitents are forced to be deprived for a long while of sacramental grace or
holy communion through no fault of their own. Sufficient necessity is not considered to exist when
confessors cannot be present due only to the large number of penitents such as can occur on some
great feast or pilgrimage.
§2. It belongs to the diocesan bishop to judge whether the conditions required according to the norm
of §1, n. 2 are present. He can determine the cases of such necessity, attentive to the criteria agreed
upon with the other members of the conference of bishops.
It seems likely that reconciliation services—whether or not general absolution was
offered—ended up accelerating the decline in Sacramental Confession! [One recent report states that only 2% of Catholics even go to confession regularly. I believe the report may overestimate actual attendance at confession!] Although some parishes
stopped offering reconciliation services, the decline in Catholics going to confession did
not stop. The practice of "general confession" at a reconciliation service is still preferred
by many Catholics.
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My Take!

Sin and the Forgiveness of Sins

(Part 3 conclusion)

My Take
The Church has survived two millennia of external prejudices, internal strife, schisms,
heresies and battles, and has been marked by political controversies. There have even
been controversies within the Church involving the very notion of sin, of Original Sin, the
means of atonement, or whether all of us can even be saved! [Jansenism—a movement
that began in France during the 17th century, stressed that only a certain portion of humanity were predestined to be saved. Jansenists, even discouraged frequent Communion! If you were a Jansenist, you could be pretty certain you were not going to be saved!]
The controversy about whether or not the Penitential Rite during Mass, “lacks the efficacy
of the Sacrament of Penance” (and) does not directly forgive sins” may be least among the
controversies. Pope St. John Paul II addressed that and wrote, “For the Eucharist to be
received licitly and fruitfully, it must be preceded by sacramental confession when one
is aware of having committed a mortal sin.” Sacramental confession—not the absolution following the Confiteor. His pronouncement did not end the confusions and doubts
and it seems certain some turmoil will continue. The subjects of private confession and
general absolution will be among them!
Yet, I have not been convinced that the Catholic Sacrament of Penance—in the private
confession form our Church proscribes—was instituted “by Christ Himself.” That
Christ initiated the sacrament is not (for me) in doubt. The sacrament as practiced is a
product of church teaching which has evolved to meet conditions. Even its name has
evolved so its little wonder there is confusion and discordance about its practice! (The
Catechism of the Catholic Church now refers to it as the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation.)
Why are there continuing controversies about confession? Why can’t we all agree
there is only one way to do it? I don’t know and don’t believe there are any simple answers. As a Catholic, I must accept that I am required to acknowledge my sins and seek
God’s forgiveness and to seek absolution in a private confession, because that’s what the
Church requires of me. But I believe that a well-guided reconciliation service (whether or
not it includes general absolution) provides far better feeling of closeness to God than
any number of rote private recitations of my sins to a priest.
I must accept that there are certain things that I don’t have to understand. One example: For decades, the speed limit on the wider, flatter end of Cregar Rd. as it passes the
High Bridge golf course was only 25 mph but was 30 mph on the twisty, much narrower,
much more populated section of the same road. It made no sense. If anything, it should
have been be the reverse and no amount of explaining that speed limit would make me
understand it. It reminds me of how my parents sometimes responded when I questioned something, “You don’t have to understand, you just have to do it.” But at least,
for me, that confusion was finally eliminated. The Cregar Rd. speed limit is now 25 mph
on its entire length. But there remain teachings of the Church I will never understand.
Among them is the matter of confession. When the wonderful Sisters of St. Joseph
taught me about sin and forgiveness, (see August, 2020 KWN) there was no confusion.
4

5

[Editor’s Note: A resident of Florida and refugee from Cuba granted permission for the
publication of the following private letter to her extended family.]
July 10, 2020
My dear Children and Grandchildren:
I’m writing this letter with a heavy heart and a selfish motive – I feel the
Lord is going to ask me “why didn’t you tell them?” and if not Him, maybe
one of you.
Please know this is not about me, it’s about you and what the future holds for you. One advantage of being my age is that there is no future, when you get to be my age your thoughts become more about “How much time I have left”. The past becomes more and more important, it
is the memories of the past that fill my thoughts, especially the happy ones, hopefully a past
well lived. I feel like St Paul “I have finished the race, I have kept the faith” 2nd Timothy 4:7.
We have an election coming, I don’t care for whom you vote, I have come to terms with your
ideology and I’m at peace – a handful of votes will not make a difference. However, there are
some facts I do want to pass down to you, more for my peace of mind than from a desire to
change you. I am writing this letter in church during adoration in front of the Blessed Sacrament. I have asked the Lord to dictate what he wants me to say. I think you may see His footprints because I will not insist on proving my point, on the contrary I hope I’m totally wrong.
Just like He does, I am simply knocking at the door before the storm comes.
Socialism is knocking at the door. It is the threshold of communism. It’s like a storm you see
coming while the sun is still out. You see the sky turning dark at a distance, at the same time
you think its not going to come
your way. I have nothing to lose,
my days are counted, I already
paid the price – losing my country
and my culture. I don’t want that
to happen to you – I love you too
much to be quiet. The signs for
the approaching storm are all
there. All we have to do is look
out the window and “see” the sky
changing. I know, I not only lived
through a similar storm, I was
able to run from it to safety. The
problem with this one is there is
Fidel Castro enters Havana on Jan. 8, 1959. / History Today no place to run to. And that is
what scares me for you.
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Letter to my grandchildren (continued)

Socialism is the precursor of communism. The moment that the government starts to “pay” for everything democracy diminishes. When I hear free medical, free college, tax the rich to oblivion etc. what it
really means is that we cease to be a free democracy. The truth is there will never be enough money,
once the government runs out of money it starts to raise taxes of course it always starts with the rich,
and like a snowball running down the mountain it eventually explodes hurting everyone. Laws are
passed arbitrarily; socialism does not believe in self-government. It will eventually set a common salary
for all alike, by freezing all bank accounts, you may only withdraw up to a certain amount. Followed by
the collapse of businesses for lack of funds or too high taxes. In some countries it does not wait for that
but rather confiscates the business which will now be owned by “the people” meaning the government.
Today I heard that there is a boycott of Goya products because the owner went to the White House and
supports Trump. Communists do not waist an opportunity even as innocent as a trip to the White
House. The idea is to create followers, to incite discontent, it has nothing to do with a trip to the White
House, it has to do with creating an environment of protest against anything and everything, they
thrive on discontent. It has already started, they are testing the ground, actions like this are like a
light rain, but it is the precursor of the storm that will follow. I encourage you to listen to both sides, not
just the liberal press and their interpretation of the other side. To make an informed decision we must
listen to both sides. Enjoy the free press while we have it, that will be the first thing to go. The One
thing that is common to all countries is the belief that it’s not going to happen to them.
Those who oppose will be jailed like common criminals, their houses will then be ransacked as it is
televised by the liberal TV accusing the owner of being subversive and unpatriotic. I speak from experience, I lived through it. Unfortunately, we already got a taste of that in recent weeks. Here is a sample
of what is to come: Any kind of religious act will be looked down and attacked for as little as wearing a
medal, or a cross or any symbol of your belief. It is a known fact that socialism/communism is directly
opposed to anything to do with religion. Churches/Synagogues will be closed, some even ransacked and
burned, to be a believer won’t be against the law, but against the culture which is even worse. Curriculum in schools will be changed abolishing not only God but any and all truth about historical facts and
heroes (this is already happening). Communism never declares itself – it hides behind the socialism
banner. Pope Pius XII prophesied when he denied approval for the birth control pill in the 60’s as the
whole world waited for his “verdict”. He said that once that pill went into market it would be followed
by legalized abortion blaming the pill’s failure, after that comes free sex because there will be no consequences, that will cause the breakdown of the family, the last thing to become normal behavior will be
unmarried people living together and then, homosexuality. Sadly, it has all come to pass. He didn’t say
that more than 60 million babies would be killed, some full term, ten minutes before birth and call it an
abortion not a murder. Some believe that the availability of the birth control pill was the beginning of
society’s rejection of God. That brings me to the present. What has all that to do with the present political situation? Some people fear the Lord has abandoned this country with all the unrest that is going
on. He hasn’t abandoned us, our legislature and culture has pushed him out the door.
We have a “Democratic” mind, “if I don’t like a situation, we’ll vote him/her out.” Wrong, Socialism/
communism does not allow disagreement, once in power we, the people, have no power. Look at communist countries and count the millions that have been killed for opposing the regime, not to mention
those who died of hunger or abandoned in jails. We think, myself included “that will not happen in the
US” but then I look at history and every major culture historically has lasted about 200 years, then it
begins to decay and finally it is no more. We have crossed the 200-year threshold, yes, it could happen
here. Imagine a life with no rights, no free speech, no personal property. And worst of all no place to run
to. The signs of what is to come are all there.
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The Democratic party is endorsing Biden for president. I became suspicious when he was not making it in the polls or in the primaries. Sanders was winning left and right, but Sanders is a declared socialist/communist who praises
Fidel Castro and visited him several times. All of a sudden Biden starts winning primaries and Sanders retires from the race. Did you ever wonder why? What kind of a deal was made? The party knew
that Sanders could not win, then all of a sudden Biden is winning the nomination, a man who cannot
speak without having to read what has previously been prepared for him, who is unable to finish a sentence or to answer an impromptu question. He is going to lead the free world? I am truly scared. Not
for Biden, he will be a puppet, not strong enough to stand up against the forces that will continue to
create chaos. But who is going to be behind him?? Communist Sanders?
Letter to my grandchildren (continued)

If we think that Trump is bad, I won’t tell you what we thought of Batista. Hate does not even come
close to describe it. Fidel Castro had a very likable personality, he was gregarious, young and good
looking. He could speak for hours promising us the moon. I was able to convince Papa to take me to his
office on 23rd St. in Vedado to cheer from the roof for Castro when he came marching into Havana triumphantly. We were carried away by his personality and charm. Lesson learned Trump has a horrible
personality but never vote on personality vote on ideology, ability and results. And in the case of the
coming elections vote for freedom.
Communism thrives on chaos, that’s why it’s always referred to as a “revolution”. And that is
what’s happening right now. It takes advantage of any situation to promote chaos. We have a saying
in Spanish “tira la piedra y esconde la mano” translates “throw stones but hide your hand” they organize the riot but do not show up for it, they convince people to destroy and loot but you will not find
them in the video or the photos and if you ask the participants in the riot what is it all about they will
not have an answer. Their goal is to create chaos always blaming it on any cause that suits their need.
Sounds familiar? It hates the police, it comes with its own always with different names. In Cuba it was
the militia, Russia the KGB in Germany the Gestapo etc.
You might think that socialism isn’t all that bad, it has been “successful” in some countries in Europe. Well yes, but those countries do not have the population the United States has, the variety of cultures and beliefs and especially and most importantly do not have the amount of guns we have in this
country. I’m afraid of what is coming if Trump wins I firmly believe we will have an immense amount
of riots, and if Biden wins we will have communism disguised as socialism.
I could go on and on, but I hope this letter gives you if nothing else, a background of what we went
through and what we suffered for it. To lose all our material possessions, our way of life and our country was traumatic, but at least we had this wonderful country who received us with open arms, the
thing is, you have no place to run to.

Please do not throw this letter away. I would like you to keep it for the next 15 years, in 2035 when
I’m gone please read it again and my prayer is that you will say “WOW, WAS MOM WRONG ON THIS
ONE” she had no clue of what she was talking about!!! Yes, I want to be wrong in all I have said and
pray that everything that I have warned you about will not happen because I would never want you to
go through what we as Cubans went through. I love you all too much.
I hope you read this letter as it was intended. Full of a mother’s love, I truly hope to be wrong. Regardless of what the future holds, please always know how genuine and deep is my love for all of you.
You are a beautiful gift from the Lord which I didn’t deserve.
God Bless,
Mom/Nana
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(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted)
Officers:
Grand Knight Mario Bernardo
797-6344
Chaplain
Fr. James Kyrpczak
303-6243
Deputy G. K. Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Chancellor
Tom Klawunn
246-3722
Advocate
Greg Boyle
730-8737
Recorder
Steve Bauernfeind 638-4285
Fin. Sec.
Robert Young
832-2721
Treasurer
Rich Mirocco
638-4504
Warden
Andy Kin
617-5621
Inside Guard
Tom O’Farrell
246-7507
Outside Guard Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Past GK
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Trustees:
Bill Cerwinski, PGK
(732) 715-0057
Kevin Loughney, PGK
797-0061
Tom Corrado, PGK
328-9440
Faith In Action Program Directors:
Faith
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Family
Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Community Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Life
Rich Mirocco
638-4804
Fraternal Programs Directors:
Program
Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Membership Tom O’Farrell
246-7507

Happy Birthday!
Therese Maretta October 3
Dave Ongaro October 3
Matt Hall October 6
Denise Guaimano October 10
Rev. Abraham Orapankal October 11
Dean Rapp October 15
Vince McGourty October 15
Charles Bruton, 3rd October 16
Dawn Simila October 17
Mario Bernardo October 18
Eric Blasic October 19
Lori Beth Santillo October 19
Janet Rigatti October 21
Ron Dietrich October 20
Ben Guaimano October 23
Patricia Kallesser October 28

Happy Anniversary!
Greg & Pam Springstun
October 2
Ben & Denise Guaimano
October 2
John & Deborah Gearity
October 9
Ken & Ann Whalen
October 10
Manuel & Mary Garcia
October 11
Hunt & Linda Patterson
|October 16
Tom & Carol Creelman
October 16
Jon & Cheverly Richardson
October 18
Sean & Caryn McKay
October 20
Dave & Barbara Kinsky
October 21
Ron and Mary Ann Meola
October 23
Steve & Patricia Kallesser
October 28

All the News That Fits.

Dist. Deputy:
Ins. Agent:

Dan Murphy
635-4120
Gerry Tatarka (973) 713-3394

Website: www.kofc10627.org

Knight Worthy News is published monthly and distributed via E-mail. Send
letters & comments to: gaboyle1 @ comcast.net
Find St. Joseph Council at: www.kofc10627.org
10

