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St. Joseph Council 10627, High Bridge, New Jersey 
A Catholic men’s organization promoting Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Family and Patriotism 

November 

 2020 

Knight Worthy News 

“Submission to authority and co-responsibility for the 
common good make it morally obligatory to pay taxes,  

to exercise the right to vote, and to defend one's country.” 

– Catechism of the Catholic Church, No. 2240 
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Before attending meetings, I would like the 

Directors to speak to the Activity Leaders 

under them so that while at the meeting, they 

can report on the status of all future activities.  

 One of our charitable activities coming up 

soon, that we don’t have to cancel, is the 

“Coats for Kids Program”.  This is one of 

my favorite programs. We will spend 

$500.00 and provide 2 cases of winter coats 

for some very unfortunate children in our lo-

cal area. This program comes under the 

Community Director Jim McCloskey who 

will be ordering the coats within the next 

week or two. 

 In conclusion, I would like to wish every-

one a “Happy Halloween” and since the 

next KWN won’t be out until the end of No-

vember, I would like to wish everyone a very 

“Happy Thanksgiving” making the best of 

our current situation. 

 Now I would like us to pray for all those in 

need of our prayers and also for Fr. James 

Kyrpczak, Brother Vincent Scarponi, An-

nette Wilmott, Greg Rathgen, Patty and 

Robert Ronka, Brother Tom Corrado, Da-

vid Codd and the family of Joseph Manci-

ni Sr. RIP. 

 Have a great month, be safe, be strong 

and may God bless you and your families. 

 Vivat Jesus,     

  Mario Bernardo, Grand Knight 

Dear Brothers, 

O 
nce again, I hope that this edition of the 

Knight Worthy News finds each one of you 

and your families very healthy.  I pray that 

everyone is mentally as well as physically, sur-

viving these trying times of our viral pandemic. Also, 

please remember, that if you or anyone that you know, is in 

need of help obtaining food or medications, please let us 

know. You can call or email me at mbern67@yahoo.com , 

or 908-797-6344. If you prefer, you can contact us through 

Mary Jean Fiore in the parish office at parishof-

fice@sjchb.org, or 908-638-6211. 

 Although we haven’t been meeting much, we were able 

to meet with the Directors in August and create a budget for 

this year. In addition, Supreme and our State Council have 

been keeping us busy with Webinars and Zoom meetings. 

Usually, these virtual meetings are in the evening at 7:30 

and last an hour. Last week our Insurance Field Agent 

Gerry Tatarka provided a professional speaker to give us 

a talk on “Retiring Happy”.  For anyone planning to retire 

soon, or just planning to get an early start on planning, I 

highly recommend this speaker. I thought he was very 

good. I sent the information for everyone to take part prior 

to the presentation, however, if you missed it and would 

like to see it contact our field agent Gerry Tatarka at 973-

713-3394. 

 We are planning to start up our monthly meetings again. 

Of course, all safe protocols will be adhered to especially 

the use of masks and proper distancing. We are going to 

start on a once a month basis with Officers and Directors. 

As you may remember, our meetings are on the 2nd and 4th 

Thursdays of the month. We will start with the 4th Thurs-

days and make corrections for all holidays as we proceed.   

mailto:mbern67@yahoo.com
mailto:parishoffice@sjchb.org
mailto:parishoffice@sjchb.org
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I have a question for you.  But before I ask, I will 

tell you how I will vote in this election.  I will vote 

for Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of Happiness. 

THE PURSUIT OF HAPPINESS: 

• I’m not voting to be happy.   

 For me, voting for personal happiness is the 

least important criteria.   

 It would make me “happy” to vote for winners 

but this is not a high school popularity/

personality contest.  I'm not voting for a person 

based on whether I like the candidate.  In over 60 

years of voting, I have not often been all that hap-

py with the choices I’ve had and sometimes even 

less happy with a winner’s performance after the 

election (whether I voted for the candidate or 

not).   

 In recent times, I voted for a candidate whose  

deportment I didn’t like or make me happy, but 

who delivered a lot of what was promised, result-

ing in a unique tie of sorts for my happiness scale!   

LIBERTY: 

• I'm voting for candidates I believe will support  

the Constitution (not for people who say they  

will, but for people who have).   

• I'm voting for the First Amendment and freedom  

of speech.  

• I'm voting for the Second Amendment and my  

right to defend my life and my family.  

• I'm voting to get Supreme Court justices who will 

protect the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

• I'm voting for freedom and the American 

dream. 

• I’m voting for continued progress towards 

peace in the Middle East. 

• I'm voting for good and against evil.  

• I'm voting to protect the freedoms and fu-

tures of my children and my grandchildren. 

• I'm voting for the future of my country! 

• I'm voting for the police and law and order. 

• I'm voting for the military and the veterans 

who fought and died for this country.  

• I'm voting for the flag of the USA that is  

often missing from public events.  

• I'm voting for the right to speak my opinion 

and not be censored for it. 

• I'm voting for secure borders and legal  

immigration.  

• I'm voting for the right to praise God  

without fear.  

LIFE: The most important right of all! 

Without life, liberty and the pursuit of 

happiness does not matter! 

• I'm voting for the unborn babies that have  

a right to live.  

• I’m voting to fight against human/child  

trafficking.  

 I am concerned that the American public is 

voting – not for principles; not even for what a 

candidate has achieved – but for someone they 

like (or will simply vote against someone they 

dislike).   

 Now – for that question:   

What are you  

voting for? 
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As Knights, we are committed to the principle of patriotism and to encourage our 

members, families, and friends to participate in the electoral process.  

 The obligation to participate in shaping the moral 

character of society is a requirement of our faith.  The 

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB ) 

statement, Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizen-

ship, sought to help Catholics form our consciences, ap-

ply a consistent moral framework to issues facing the 

nation and world, and shape our choices in elections in 

the light of Catholic Social Teaching.   The USCCB reis-

sued their statement for 2020 focusing on challenges 

that remain relevant today.  We are encouraged to read 

it at www.usccb.org before casting our votes. 

 We need to vote for candidates who will support our Catholic values: 

• Protecting Human Life  
• Promoting Family Life  
• Pursuing Social Justice  
• Practicing Global Solidarity  

 We are reminded by the USCCB, “Catholics must never abandon the moral requirement 

to seek full protection for all human life from the moment of conception until natural death. 

. .” and, “The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks 

life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the num-

ber of lives destroyed. At the same time, we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious threats to 

human life and dignity such as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the death pen-

alty.”  
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 We are invited by Pope Francis to make our own 

the world's desire for fraternity.  Fratelli tutti, 

“brothers and sisters all”, is the title for his encyc-

lical letter dedicated to "human fraternity" and 

"social friendship" which expands upon Pope Fran-

cis’s social teaching.   

 Fraternity and social friendship are the ways the 

Holy Father indicates to build a better, more just 

and peaceful world, with the contribution of all: 

people and institutions. With an emphatic confirma-

tion of a ‘no’ to war and to globalized indifference.  

In this time of social distancing, the Holy Father re-

minds us that we ought to love our brothers and 

sisters as much when they are far away as we are 

with them.  

[ The Holy Father’s entire encyclical is available by  
clicking the image above or by clicking here ] 

https://ai360.aristotle.com/public/AI360EmailTracking/Clickthrough.aspx?cdbID=a2165fa2-387a-4e39-8363-2076eac843b6&mactID=566ec6f1-6de2-4b7b-9728-4939753fc33f&atvID=2bea0e8f-b2a5-47d1-b3c0-f8609c365699
http://www.vatican.va/content/francesco/en/encyclicals.index.html
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Rev. Michael J. McGivney’s Path to Sainthood 

In 1982, plans began to consider the Cause for Sainthood 

of Father Michael McGivney.  The cause was officially 

opened in Hartford in 1997 by Archbishop Daniel A.  

Cronin and was submitted to the Holy See in 2002. 

2008—Declared “Venerable” 

Pope Benedict XVI declared him a “Venerable Servant of 

God” in a decree stating in part, “Concerning the theologi-

cal virtues of Faith, Hope, and Love both toward God and 

neighbor … they existed to a heroic degree in the Servant 

of God Michael McGivney, Diocesan Priest and Founder of 

the Fraternal Order the Knights of Columbus.”   

2020—Beatification 

In May, 2020, following nearly 3-years of extensive med-

ical and the-

ological re-

views, Pope Francis authorized a decree regard-

ing a miracle attributed to the intercession of Fa-

ther McGivney.  The miracle was attributed to 

Father McGivney who miraculously interceded 

on behalf the son a Knights of Columbus insur-

ance agent in Tennessee.  Before the boy was 

born, he was diagnosed with Down syndrome as 

well as a rare condition that doctors said would 

“take his life shortly after birth.”  The boy was 

cured, and his parents named him Michael 

McGivney Schachle.  “Mickey” is now 5 years old. 

 On October 31, 2020, Father McGivney’s beati-

fication Mass took place at the Cathedral of St. 

Joseph in Hartford, Connecticut.  At that liturgical 

celebration, an apostolic letter from the Holy Fa-

ther was read bestowing the title of Blessed on 

Father McGivney.  On Sunday, November 1, a 

Mass of Thanksgiving was held at St. Mary’s 

Church in New Haven, CT where Fr. McGivney 

founded the Knights of Columbus in 1882.   

 After Beatification, another miracle must be 

attributed to him before he will be Canonized 

when he would be officially declared, “a Saint.”   

Blessed Michael  
McGivney  

Founder, Knights of Columbus  
Beatified October 31, 2020  
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My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, 

In the midst of our presidential election’s contentious campaign, many of our faithful have been telling me about their concern for the future of our 

country. I, as your bishop, and all of our clergy, too, are being asked to help Catholics form their consciences in accordance with God’s truth.     

Voting is an opportunity to love our neighbors by electing candidates who will enact laws that protect the vulnerable, strengthen families, promote 

conditions for all to flourish, and ensure that citizens can practice their faith without fear of punishment. The responsibility to make choices in elections rests with each individual in 

light of a properly formed conscience, but our participation in political life should go well beyond casting a vote in a particular election.     

The dignity and value of every human person is at the heart of the Good News and we are called to live and share “the Gospel of fraternity and justice” (The Joy of the Gospel, n. 179). 

In American society today, as the bishops of our country recently stated, the threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority, so the “Gospel of fraternity and justice” compels us to 

stand up to defend and protect the dignity of the unborn. We do this by working to promote the sanctity of human life, praying for an end to abortion, providing real help and encour-

agement to mothers in difficult situations, and supporting policies and programs that do the same.      

It also means standing up and working for the elderly, the sick and those with disabilities. We must see that the rhetoric surrounding assisted suicide and euthanasia is a counterfeit 

and misguided notion of compassion that must be rejected. We must work for justice for immigrants who flee desperation and violence in their homelands while also working to eradi-

cate racism from our midst. We must never grow indifferent to the plight of the hopeless caught in the destructive cycle of addictions, which plague our modern society. It means 

standing up and protecting the environment and world God Himself created, and working for people living in poverty, struggling for food, shelter and even health care in the midst of 

a world of wealth and abundance. We must never forget that the Gospel of Jesus reminds us “Whatever you do to the least of my people, you do to me.” (Mt 25:40) We need to elect 

government officials who protect our precious religious freedom, so that we can continue to freely live our beliefs and values.      

As you well know, at present our American political system is guided by two major political parties which at times are moving to more extreme positions. It should be clear to any 

Catholic who is informed by the Church’s teachings that both parties, at times, fail in serious ways to respect and protect human dignity in their positions and platforms. Too often, we 

allow ourselves to be Democrats or Republicans first, and Catholic second. That way of prioritizing our values and forming our conscience is a scourge upon authentic Catholic living. 

With some of the policies and platforms that have been adopted, it can be difficult for Catholics to choose a party and to be comfortable in it. While everyone is free to be a member of 

the political party of their choice, our political responsibility requires of us that we should work to form, and criticize where necessary, the stances of these parties that are incon-

sistent with Catholic social teaching. Indeed, sometimes criticism of one’s own party is more effective than criticism of the “other” one. We should make sure our voices and concerns 

are heard and heard clearly. 

Our election gives us an opportunity to research the candidates and issues and to learn about Catholic social teaching. There are seven principles of Catholic social teaching that can 

serve as a guideline when deciding on which candidates and issues to support. A summary of the principles of Catholic social teaching from the United States Conference of Catholic 

Bishops can be found on at: www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching 

 

We cannot place all the competing issues of the election on the same level because certain issues deal with “intrinsic evil” which must always be opposed, while others do not. Some 

actions are always incompatible with the love of God and neighbor. Whereas there can be varying solutions to health care, immigration and welfare; there can be no debate on the 

admissibility of actions such as abortion, euthanasia or genocide because such acts involve the intentional taking of innocent life and are always evil and never morally acceptable.     

As is stated in the new introductory letter for the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops (USCCB) document Forming Consciences for Faithful Citizenship: A Call to Political Respon-

sibility: “The threat of abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the 

number of lives destroyed. At the same time, we cannot dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human life and dignity such as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the 

death penalty.”    

While we are called to always avoid evil, we are also called to do good. Therefore, Catholics are encouraged to consider the wide range of issues important to the Church, to avoid 

acting as single-issue voters, and to weigh each issue according to its moral importance. The USCCB has compiled many excellent resources for those who would like to learn about 

issues important to the Church on the website: www.faithfulcitizenship.org       

Another resource New Jersey Catholics can access for information on issues can be found at the website of the New Jersey Catholic Bishops: www.njcatholic.org/issues. Respect life, 

family life, social concerns and education are the major sections included, each of which contains several specific topics. It is a place where you can obtain up-to-date information on 

key issues and sign up to receive legislative action alerts so that you can be an active faith citizen year-round. 

This election ballot will ask New Jersey voters to consider changing the state constitution to allow recreational use of marijuana. The Catholic Church teaches “the use of drugs inflicts 

very grave damage on human health and life. Their use, except on strictly therapeutic grounds, is a grave offense.” Legalizing a drug for recreational use that may have damaging 

effects on the human body, particularly on our youth, is not a path that civil society should choose to take in order to help balance our state budget.    

While it may seem burdensome to research these various issues, this year is a very important election and so your vote will be important. I ask you to study the issues and then pray to 

Jesus for guidance. The candidates’ positions can be found on their websites. Your vote is a matter of your informed conscience. As serious disciples of Christ it is our responsibility to 

become aware of the candidates/platforms and to view them in light of the Gospel truth found in Catholic social teaching.    

 

While this election is frustrating in many ways because we may see no “perfect” candidate, we must not allow our emotions to override our reason. At the end of the day, our real joy 

and peace must be found in being faithful in the eyes of the Lord, regardless of an election outcome. I have been heartened by the interest our faithful have shown in wanting to do the 

right thing with this coming election and pray we will all avail ourselves of the resources which can help us in making the best choice at the ballot box. Likewise I pray that you make 

your voices, informed by the Gospel, heard by our elected officials; they should not take us for granted.    

Be assured of my ongoing prayers and love for you and for our country, too. I continue to ask that you please pray for me too. God bless you and God bless our country! 

Most Reverend James F. Checchio, JCD, MBA, Bishop of Metuchen 

Make voices, informed by Gospel, heard by elected officials 

https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/seven-themes-of-catholic-social-teaching
http://www.faithfulcitizenship.org
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PONDERISMS 
• Why do peanuts float in a regular coke and sink in a diet coke?  (Go ahead and try it!...) 

• I used to eat a lot of natural foods until I learned that most people die of natural causes. 

• How important does a person have to be before being considered assassinated instead of just 

murdered? 

• Why do you have to "put your two cents in"... but it's only a "penny for your thoughts"? Where's 

that extra penny going (taxes?) 

• Once you're in heaven, do you get stuck wearing the clothes you were buried in for eternity? 

• What disease did “cured ham” actually have? 

• How is it that we put man on the moon before we figured out it would be a good idea to put 

wheels on luggage? 

• Why is it that people say they "slept like a baby" when babies wake up like every two hours? 

• If a deaf person has to go to court, is it still called a hearing? 

• Why are you IN a movie, but you're ON TV? 

• Why do people pay to go up tall buildings and then put money in binoculars to look at things on 

the ground? 

• Why do doctors leave the room while you change?  They're going to see you naked anyway. 

• Why is "bra" singular and "panties" plural? 

• Why do toasters always have a setting that burns the toast to a horrible 

crisp, which no decent human being would eat? 

• Can a hearse carrying a corpse drive in the carpool lane? 

• If the professor on Gilligan's Island can make a radio out of a coconut, 

why can't he fix a hole in a boat? 

• If corn oil is made from corn, and vegetable oil is made from vegetables, 

what is baby oil made from? 

• If electricity comes from electrons, does morality come from morons? 

• Why do the Alphabet Song and Twinkle, Twinkle Little Star have the 

same tune? 

• Why did you just try singing the two songs above? 

• Did you ever notice that when you blow in a dog's face, 

he gets mad at you, but when you take him for a car 

ride, he sticks his head out the window? 

• HOW DID THE MAN WHO MADE THE FIRST CLOCK, 

KNOW WHAT TIME IT WAS? 
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Knight Worthy News is published monthly and distributed via E-mail.  Send  
letters & comments to:   gaboyle1 @ comcast.net  

Find St. Joseph Council at: www.kofc10627.org 

Happy Birthday! 

Mary Ann Meola   November 4 
Jim Simila   November 5 

Donna Schiller   November 6 
Rev. Gerard Lair   November 7 

Paul Connell   November 8 
Mauricia Nacamuli   November 8 

Robert Young   November 10 
Jeanne Brown   November 11 
Manuel Garcia   November 11 
Dennis Baucom   November 11 
Victoria Wise   November 11 
John Furnari   November 12 
Keith Conroy   November 12 
Rich Mirocco   November 15 

Sky Wade   November 15 
Paul Lipani   November 15 

Mark Drabich   November 21 
Kimberly Rogan   November 20 

Walter Laskowsky   November 21 
Melinda McCloskey   November 22 
Jennifer Kucharski   November 24 

Mary Branflick   November 27 
Denise Drabich   November 29 
Myles Murphy   November 30 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

Robert & Casey Hugelmeyer 
November 4 

Keith & Coleen Conroy    
November 12 

Steve & Nancy Bauernfeind    
November 20 

Tony & Mary Sorgi    
November 23 

Phil & Cindy Titus    
November 25 

Mark & Jacquie Niederle    
November 27 

Jim & Regina Rispoli    
November 28 

All the News That Fits. 

(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted) 

Officers: 
Grand Knight     Mario Bernardo       797-6344 

Chaplain        Fr. James Kyrpczak      303-6243 

Deputy G. K.     Jim McCloskey        328-5176 

Chancellor         Tom Klawunn          246-3722 

Advocate           Greg Boyle               730-8737 

Recorder            Steve Bauernfeind    638-4285 

Fin. Sec.             Robert Young          832-2721 

Treasurer           Rich Mirocco           638-4504 

Warden              Andy Kin                  617-5621 

Inside Guard      Tom O’Farrell          246-7507 

Outside Guard   Chris Dietrich           797-0243 

Past GK             Tom Corrado            328-9440 

Trustees: 

Bill Cerwinski, PGK               (732) 715-0057 

Kevin Loughney, PGK                     797-0061 

Tom Corrado, PGK                          328-9440 

Faith In Action Program Directors: 

Faith                Tom Corrado            328-9440 

Family              Chris Dietrich            797-0243 

Community      Jim McCloskey          328-5176 

Life                   Rich Mirocco            638-4804 

Fraternal Programs Directors: 

Program            Jim McCloskey         328-5176 

Membership     Tom O’Farrell           246-7507 

Dist. Deputy:     Dan Murphy             635-4120 

Ins. Agent:        Gerry Tatarka  (973) 713-3394 

Website: www.kofc10627.org   


