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April 2021

Dear Brothers,

We recently sponsored a project
behalf of the council officers and directors we planned and executed by Brother Steve Kallesser who worked really hard.
want to wish all of you, and your families, a
very special Happy and Holy Easter. I hope The project was the building and sale
of birdhouses. Steve solicited the help
that this year you can celebrate with a little
of brothers and non-brothers along
more family togetherness. However, it is still important that
you celebrate carefully. Stay safe, stay healthy, but by all
with their children to help with the
means remember what it is that we are celebrating and give
building. The project was a huge sucsome time, reflection and prayer back to Jesus.
cess with the birdhouses coming out
beautiful. Most important a number
I would like to repeat what I said last month about our
of children got to see and help their
brother Rich Mirocco. Rich is our council’s Life Director.
His emails are aimed at keeping all of us abreast of what is tak- dads volunteering to do something
ing place with the right to life issues in our state and country. that would benefit others and this is
so important for all of our futures.
Rich also provides opportunities for us to practice our beliefs
by taking part in peaceful protests, usually held in front of
Memories were created that they will
Planned Parenthood buildings, or abortion clinics. Of course, never forget. Good job Steve Kalmasks and proper distancing is required. I would also like to
lesser, Robert Hugelmeyer, Lou
say that Rich is probably one of the best Life Directors that
Palma, Tom Corrado, and Mario
there is. He knows his subject very well and communicates it
Bernardo (and thanks to your
effectively. Come to a meeting and listen to what he has to say. “assistants”).
When you see his emails in your inbox, read them! A child’s
In our prayer at Easter, let us
right to life is more important than anything else and we
pray for Vincent Scarponi, Annette
need to stay focused on this topic; especially during these
Wilmott, Greg and Allen
times.
Rathgens, Patty and Robert Ronca,
Once again, Kevin Loughney has asked me to remind eveDavid Codd, David Bernardo, Airyone to get your money in for the K-Club. Many of you who
dan McNamara, Joseph Leary,
were regular players have stopped. We are still running it and
Frank Kyrpczak, Fr. Hugh Grace,
there are winners every week. Send your money to Mary Jean
the family of Fr. Gerard Lair
Fiore at the rectory. If you have left the parish you may still
R.I.P., Bill Cerwinski, , Cathy Bush,
play. Remember, the money we make supports some of the
Bill Honachefsky Sr., and Debbie
many good projects that we do like the scholarship program,
Bernardo.
coats for kids, right to life and many more.

On

Kevin wants to remind everyone that the golf outing is
coming up on June 4th. As usual it will be held at the High
Bridge Hills Golf Club. Remember we cannot continue to provide our support to the community without your help. Contact
Kevin at 908-797-0061.
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Enjoy a very HAPPY EASTER!
GOD bless you and your families!
Vivat Jesus,
Mario Bernardo, Grand Knight

Born: November 7, 1933
Professed: July 11, 1954
Ordained, May 28, 1960
Knight of Columbus, December 8, 1988
Elected Abbot, St. Mary’s Abbey, June 27, 1995
Chaplain, St. Joseph Council 10627, March 1, 2003
Death, March 6, 2021
Funeral Mass, St. Mary’s Abbey, March 15, 2021
The Most Rev. Elias Lorenzo, Order of St. Benedict, monk
of St. Mary’s Abbey and auxiliary bishop of Newark concluded his homily with these inspiring words,
“We now commend this good and faithful servant,
monk and priest to the mercy of God. The choirs of angels now lead him into the banquet halls of Heaven and
may perpetual life and peace shine upon him now and
for all eternity. Inspired by the example of Abbot
Gerard may we all proffer nothing whatsoever to Christ
and may He bring us all together to everlasting life.
Praise the Lord.”
Amen!
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Brother Steve Kallesser, St. Joseph
Council’s Scouting & I-78 Flags Activity Leader (at right), initiated a new
council program to engage youth—the
“Year of St. Joseph Birdhouse Sale.”
Three birdhouse styles were offered
to St. Joseph Parishioners, and funding
was provided by the council. Several
families were involved in putting everything together, including three who
brought their sons on a Saturday for the
“big carpentry day”. [“Training the
young . . .”[
Fr. James Kyrpczak and PGK
Wayne McKay provided the use of their

workshops to cut materials, and GK Mario Bernardo and PGK Tom Corrado
provided a lot of labor cutting the wood for the birdhouses.
Brother Bob Hugelmeyer, St. Joseph parishioner
Lou Palma and their children helped, as did brother
Steve’s children.!
[When “word got out”
about our council project,
one council in another
state seized on the idea!
Who knows? This might
become something “big”
elsewhere! ]
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“Year of St. Joseph Birdhouse Sale.”
(Photos by GK Mario Bernardo)
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Knights of Columbus Membership
dues is one of those basic truths.
If we are not:
•

An Honorary Life Member (a
Priest, or a Knight who has
paid dues for 25 or more years
and is age 70 or older); or,

•

A Knight unable to pay due to
a financial or personal crisis,
or, (in St. Joseph Council):

•

a Seminarian, a Permanent
Deacon, or, a full-time
College Student
we are required to pay
annual dues. Simple!

For 2021, getting that simple thing
accomplished was more difficult
than most years:

The Covid-19 pandemic not only wreaked havoc throughout
the world, but among it’s causalities was our own 2020 Charity Golf Day. The loss of income from that, in turn, affected
our council’s ability to do what we do best—help others.
The “good news” is that we are moving ahead with
our 2021 Charity Golf Day. The “almost good news” ’is that
it will be successful ONLY if you brother Knights make
that happen.
We need YOU to solicit sponsors, to get ‘foursomes’
to participate in the June 4 event, to help out during the
event.
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•

We transitioned to sending all
dues notices via e-mail.

•

Some members did not receive (or see) the E-mail notices.

•

We sent MORE reminders to
members than ever before but
it took longer to receive dues
from more members.

•

Some members did not understand that if they pay dues by
January 15, they get a discount, but if they pay after
January 15, they don’t get a
discount.

•

We didn’t setup the council
website to prevent selecting
the incorrect dues amount
when using PayPal.

•

And then, the USPS lost some
of the dues checks mailed to
the council!

•

The Covid-19 Pandemic.

•

A member was abducted by
aliens.

For 2022, we can do better!

From brother Tom Klawunn:

@ St. John Neumann Parish

The annual Auction and Dinner Dance
fundraiser is scheduled for Saturday June
5th, 2021. As it is being held outdoors, the
rain date of Saturday June 12th. The event
typically includes wine and beer tasting, a
live and silent auction, and a dinner dance.
From brother Steve Bauernfeind:
“Small Groups at St. John Neumann”

Many parishioners at the Catholic Community of St. John Neumann are finishing
up the reading of the book 25 LifeChanging Questions from the Gospels by
Allan F. Wright as a group experience during Lent 2021. The message of the book: "There is no greater teacher than Jesus Christ, and it's evident
from the four gospels that Jesus asked many simple and profound questions that continue to challenge, inspire and resonate within the human heart."
Spiritual small group study at CCSJN has been a hallmark of CCSJN since 2013 when Father Abraham
embarked on bringing the CCSJN parish and interested others to better reflect on their Catholic experience
through small groups and the readings of Pope Francis. A sign "Every Member a Minister" reminds the
congregation of a continual mission at St. John Neumann whenever anyone approaches the church center
parking lot at CCSJN (also a Father Abraham innovation). Groups meet once a week for 6 weeks, either virtually or face to face, at one's home, or at the church, then decide if further examination of spiritual topics
should continue into the summer. The term "Lenten Leanings" describes the small group experience in the
spring, and "Fall Into Faith", the time period groups meet in autumntime. Many of our council Knights are
group members.
Again, the current book reflects on Jesus' ministry where actual scripture questions from the New Testament through the gospels of Jesus' disciples (i.e.. "Do you Believe I Can Do This? - Mathew 9:28), are explored through prayer, contemplation and wonder questions that spurs on group reflections every time we
meet. Sometimes, groups take turns with many facilitators or maybe a group has just one facilitator for the
complete exploration of a book. My wife Nancy and I have experienced both facilitator scenarios at St.
John's. We have found group members take turns with opening and/or closing prayers as a weekly highlight as well.
I am presently in a group of 8 with my wife, Nancy. I facilitate this current group for Lent 2021. This is
our 8th year of participation, and we have been with three other groups of people along the way. We will
continue to meet after Easter, one day a week (about one hour of time) until the current book is completed.
We read a few chapters at home, then come into the church to discuss our interpretations of what was
read. Our group dynamics improve with each session as we are all learning about each other's spiritual
leanings vis' a vis' the 25 questions book with Jesus as the focal point of most questions! In the end, I would
say any spiritual opportunity is an opportunity for growth no matter which church is the host of a wider
study or a small group experience, so brothers, take "a spiritual journey" from time to time with your fellow Catholic parishioners!
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St. Joseph Council offers Joseph F. Labuta
Memorial Scholarships to high school seniors who are
children of a St. Joseph Council member.
The scholarship criteria and application form are available at
www.kofc10627.org/council-scholarships.html
The application deadline is May 1.
Questions should be directed to brother Mario Bernardo
who chairs the scholarship program at:
(908) 797-6344 or mbern67@yahoo.com

The Knights of Columbus is committed to keeping the faith alive by supporting Catholic seminarians and postulants. Since the earliest days of St. Joseph Council, we have continued to help seminarians with an annual stipend during their formation. A number of seminarians we’ve helped
are now priests in the Diocese of Metuchen (including Council Chaplain Rev. James Kyrpczak).
Since 2019, at the recommendation of Diocesan Vocation Director, Rev. Mauricio TaberaVasquez, our council has assisted seminarian
Thomas A. Pluhar who studies at Seton Hall
Seminary.
Thomas recently visited the council talked
about his studies finishing his 2nd year of his
formation emphasizing the major theme of
“Truth Originating and Ending in God!” (At right
Grand Knight Mario Bernardo and seminarian
Thomas Pluhar.)
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(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted)
Officers:
Grand Knight Mario Bernardo
797-6344
Chaplain
Fr. James Kyrpczak
303-6243
Deputy G. K. Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Chancellor
Tom Klawunn
246-3722
Advocate
Greg Boyle
730-8737
Recorder
Steve Bauernfeind 638-4285
Fin. Sec.
Robert Young
832-2721
Treasurer
Rich Mirocco
638-4504
Warden
Andy Kin
617-5621
Inside Guard
Tom O’Farrell
246-7507
Outside Guard Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Past GK
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Trustees:
Bill Cerwinski, PGK
(732) 715-0057
Kevin Loughney, PGK
797-0061
Tom Corrado, PGK
328-9440
Faith In Action Program Directors:
Faith
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Family
Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Community
Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Life
Rich Mirocco
638-4804
Fraternal Programs Directors:
Program
Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Membership Tom O’Farrell
246-7507

Happy Birthday!
Pam Nicholson April 1
Jim McCloskey April 3
Kathleen Boyle April 3
Karin Teeling April 3
Peter Gavigan April 4
Ed Schneider April 9
Pamela O’Farrell April 10
Brenden Coughlin April 13
Julia Schneider April 15
Barbara Kinsky April 16
Damian Rigatti April 21
Monika Boyle April 23
Margaret Lipani April 24
Loren Dietrich April 24
Tom Waldron April 25
Greg Boyle April 26
Giuseppe Razzano April 30

Dist. Deputy:
Ins. Agent:

Happy Anniversary!

Website: www.kofc10627.org

 Leadership Planning Meetings are
on the 4th Thursday of each month
(7:30 pm in the St. Joseph Church
Hall).
All officers, trustees, directors and
activity leaders are encourage to
attend. (Other members are welcomed!)

Brenden & Debbie Coughlin
April 22
Joe & Therese Maretta
April 24
Jim & Melinda McCloskey
April 25
Damian & Janet Rigatti
April 26
Brendan & Theresa O’Shea
April 27
Chris & Loren Dietrich
April 30
All the News That Fits.

Dan Murphy
635-4120
Gerry Tatarka (973) 713-3394

 Regular Membership Meetings (on
the 2nd Thursday if each month)
will be resumed as soon as we can!!

Knight Worthy News is published monthly and distributed via E-mail. Send
letters & comments to: gaboyle1 @ comcast.net
Find St. Joseph Council at: www.kofc10627.org
10

