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’ renew our faith,
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Good Friday are also days of abstinence
from meat for those 14 years and older.
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Irish saint honored on national calendar

St. Brigid of Kildare is pictured in a stained-glass window in St. Brigid's Church in
Crosshaven, a village in County Cork, Ireland, Jan. 20, 2022. The Irish government has
added a new public holiday to the national calendar to honor the country’s female

patron, St. Brigid of Kildare.

DUBLIN — The Irnish government has
added a new public holiday to the na-
tional calendar to honor the country’s
female patron, St. Brigid of Kildare.
The fifth-century abbess, who iz one
of the country’s three patron samts
along with St. Patrick and St. Columba,
founded several monasteries of nuns.
Her Feb. 1 feast day has become the
new holiday; many Irish people mark
that date as the traditional first day of
spring. Bishop Denis Nulty of Kildare
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and Leighlin, where St. Brigid founded
her largest monastic settlement, had
backed calls for the female saint to be

honored on the civil calendar. The new
holiday, on which all public offices will
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