Knight Worthy News
St. Joseph Council 10627, High Bridge, New Jersey
A Catholic men’s organization promoting Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Family and Patriotism

Ash Wednesday (March 2) and Good Friday
are days of fasting (one full meal and two
small meals, with nothing eaten between the
meals) for adults from 18 to 59 years of age.
Ash Wednesday, all Fridays of Lent, and
Good Friday are also days of abstinence
from meat for those 14 years and older.
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Saint Brigid of Kildare
The Catholic Spirit article at left about
St. Bridget of Kildare, patroness
('mother’) saint of Ireland is relevant
to parishioners of St. Joseph Church in
High Bridge.
Saint Brigid of Kildare was born in
451 and died in 525. Her legacy includes an abbey that provided the cornerstone for St. Joseph Church. The
County Cork abbey was established in St.
Brigid’s name in
724 and has
been in ruins
for centuries.
Of additional
interest is the Catholic News Service
photo selected for the Catholic Spirit
article. The stained glass depiction of
St. Brigid is in a church in County
Cork, Ireland—approximately 15
miles from Britway where the St. Joseph Church cornerstone was obtained.

https://catholicspirit.com/e-edition

To learn more about the history of St. Joseph Parish, including its
connections to St. Brigid, click on the link below or use the QR Code.

www.amazon.com/St-Joseph-Church-HistoryGenealogy/dp/1677353643/
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The February 17, 2022 issue of The Catholic Spirit contains an article entitled, “Knights’ pro-life
program provides 1,500th ‘window on the womb’” written by The Catholic Spirit Associate Editor, Chris Donahue. Chris is a fellow knight, a member of Our Lady of Lourdes Council 7250 in
Milltown and a friend of our council.
[Readers are encouraged to read brother Chris’s article at
https://catholicspirit.com/e-edition ]
With its $500 donation, St. Joseph Council participated
with other councils in the Metuchen Diocese and with the
Supreme Council to provide funds for a machine donated to
the First Choice Women’s Resource Center in New Brunswick. The machine was donated through the Knights of Columbus Ultrasound Initiative Program. (The order provides a 50% match for funds raised by councils and/or state
councils, effectively doubling our contributions!)
The ultrasound program was initiated in 2009 and this
was the 1,500th machine provided through that program, including 33 in New Jersey. In addition to the cost
of the machine itself, Knights also provide the cost of purchasing and/or modifying a vehicle to provide a mobile ultrasound center. (Several years ago, St.
Joseph Council helped to provide another of those 33
machines and vehicles.)
The Catholic Spirit article explains, “More than one
million mothers have seen their unborn children
thanks to the ultrasound program.” Among them
are thousands of mothers in New Jersey alone, who
chose life for their babies instead of killing those babies by abortions. And members of
the St. Joseph council helped.
The machine for the First Choice Center is a significant milestone for the ultrasound program
and was blessed by Bishop James F. Checchio. It was presented to the center’s executive director
by Supreme Knight Patrick E. Kelly and State Deputy James Stoever.
Gratulemur fratres, quia quomodo me adiuvisti!
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The Grand Knight’s
Corner
By James McCloskey
Greetings brother knights! This
past Sunday our brother knights Robert Hugelmeyer and Sean Rogan did
a superb job conducting our annual
Spelling Bee. Both brothers were extremely successful due to the wonderful guidance and support that
brother Steve Bauernfeind provided.
Additionally, our Deputy Grand
Knight Tom Klawunn and myself
had been in attendance to lend support and observe the students having
fun when trying to spell some rigorous words.
Next, I would like to thank those
brothers in advance who have signed
up using Sign-Up Genius to support
our basketball free throw event. Furthermore, I want to also thank Chris
Denis for organizing this year’s basketball free throw. It’s my hope that
lots of brothers will come out to support this activity. I am looking forward to connecting with some of our
brothers that I haven’t seen in a
while.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0849aca922a31-2022

Vivat Jesus!
James McCloskey
Grand Knight
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A fine fighter. A great man. A Knight of Columbus.
The Knights of Columbus have recognized Floyd Patterson as part of Black History Month. It’s a fitting
tribute. (www.kofc.org/en/news-room/articles/champion-

In 1956, and not yet 22 years old, Floyd Patterson defeated Archie Moore to become then the youngest heavyweight champion in history, as well as the first Olympic
Champion (Helsinki 1952) to win the professional heavyweight title. Regrettably, I never saw Patterson train, but
he was at Ehsan’s before championship fights with Sweden’s Ingmar Johansson.

with-a-heart-of-gold-floyd-patterson.html )

By the late 1950’s, I
had graduated from a bicycle to a car. While Patterson was training for the
second Johansson fight in
early 1960, I drove to
work daily past Madame
Bey’s, and sometimes saw
him doing ’road work’. It
was during that time when
one of the neighborhood kids of my then girlfriend (and
wife since 1960) came down with leukemia. Patterson
showed his mettle as a good man, by being very supportive of that kid (Johnny) and his family. How the connection between them was made, I’ll never know, but it was
then that I began to realize what a special person Floyd
was.

Floyd Patterson was one of the finest athletes of
all time, with an Olympic gold medal, 55 professional
wins, the Heavyweight Champion of the World and
received two Fighter of the Year awards. In 1991, he
was inducted into the International Boxing Hall of
Fame. Floyd was also a Knight of Columbus and had
a deep Catholic faith. Patterson was certainly a fine
fighter, but he was a great man.

After losing the first Johansson fight, Patterson regained the championship in the second battle (1960)
when he knocked out Ingmar. Patterson then showed all
of the world what a great man he was, when he repeatedly
tried to cradle Johannsson’s head, who remained unconscious for several minutes.

[I offer this information as anecdotal support for
the recognition already accorded to Floyd Patterson
by the Knights of Columbus.]
During the 1950’s, Patterson trained at Ehsan’s
Training Camp on River Road in Chatham Township,
NJ. The camp was originally “Madame Bey’s Boxing
Camp”, established in 1920 on a 30-acre farm that
became the training site for many of prominent boxers of the era. After Madame Bey’s death, her camp
was run by a former assistant and “officially” became
Ehsan’s Training Camp. It remained “Madame Bey’s”
to us.

Later, Floyd’s mentor and trainer, Cus D'Amato,
moved Floyd’s training to the “Borscht Belt” resorts in the
Catskills. It was a paradigm shift. A business decision.
Professional boxing was too big for a 30-acre farm in New
Jersey. Madame Bey’s/Ehsan’s closed soon after. Gone
are the days that an internationally-known heavyweight
champion would run along a country road, alone, without
a retinue, without bodyguards and wave at a someone
driving by—let alone take a few-seconds breather to have
a few words with one of them. “Good luck champ” was the
best I could offer. His warm and sincere smile was sufficient recompense!

In the early 1950’s, my cousin Billy and I rode our
bicycles to “Madame Bey’s” and they tolerated local
kids in the gym when boxers were training. “Just stay
out of the way, kid,” was all we needed to remember.
We did. Billy and I were there a few times, and we
probably saw famous athletes. I can’t say as I recall
any specific boxers’ names and my strongest memories are of the power those guys could generate with
a punch. WHAM! I’m glad I was never on the receiving end of one of those punches. And some of the
guys we watched were the losers!

Patterson stayed near the Catskills after retiring to
New Paltz, New York, where he became a Knight of Columbus. Floyd is long gone, having died in 2006.
So too are those simpler times gone. “Back in the day”
we could watch a championship fight on TV—for free, and
rejoiced when could do so in color. It was about “the
fight” and the fighters. Less hype, little fanfare. And I am
thankful that I was there “back then.”
Greg Boyle
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K-Club 2022-1 kicked off
on February 20th. K-Club
income supports council
charitable activities and K-Club members
have an opportunity to get some of their
money back! They run twice each year: the
first from February to July; and the second
from August to December. Have some fun!
Join!
Dues are $40.00 per K-Club, or $80.00 to
cover both 2022 K-Clubs. If you are a member - THANK YOU! If you haven’t joined yet,
there is still time since K-Club 2022-1 runs
through July 3rd. Over 95% of the prizes remain after the first 2 weeks, and over 56%
will be awarded for the final drawing.
Checks to “St. Joseph KofC” can be placed
in an Offertory basket or sent to St. Joseph
Council, 59 Main St., High Bridge, NJ 08829.
(Please enter K-Club on the
check legend.) For your convenience, PayPal can be used
for K-Club dues. Go to
kofc10627.org/paymentsand-contributions or scan the
blue Payments QR Code!
If you are not yet a member, an enrollment form is
available at kofc10627.org/
k-club or by scanning the
red K-Club QR Code.
YOU HAVE TO BE IN IT
TO WIN IT!
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C-O-N-G-R-A-T-U-L-A-T-I-O-N-S
Students!

Thanks to brothers Bob Hugelmeyer
and Sean Rogan, the council conducted
its annual Spelling Bee with student of
the 8th grade CCD classes at St. John
Neumann and St. Joseph Parishes.
On January 23rd, the St. John
Neumann Parish winners were: 1st
place–Emily Denis, 2nd place–
Christian Bollette, 3rd place–Felipe
Souza, 4th place–Emilia Kuhn.
The St. Joseph Parish Spelling Bee
was held on February 27th. St. Joseph
Parish winners were: 1st place–Lauren
Rathbun, 2nd place–Kaitlyn Morales,
3rd place–Sadie Forsyth, 4th place—
Matty Walls.
Our council winners are eligible
to compete at the Diocese of Metuchen
Spelling Bee in March.

Thanks also to brother Mike
Boettcher who provided Hilltop Deli gift
certificates for our local winners. Additional thanks to the CCD teachers at
both parishes and to brother Steve Bauernfeind.

Join us as we celebrate St.
Patrick’s Day with other
Knights at the annual
Friendly Sons of St. Patrick
Parade in Clinton!
The parade will be on Sunday,
March 13th kicking off at 3pm.
It will feature SIX Pipe bands this year along with many
Hunterdon County Groups and supporters.
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diometuchen.org/choices-matter-registration
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Saturday
March 12

Diocesan
Spelling
Bee

St. Ann Hall
Raritan

After 5 pm Mass

’

St. Joseph
Church Hall

Clinton

’

(Gather before 3pm across
from the library.)

Friday
April 29

Willy Lynch Band

Ceili Dance 7 PM

St. John Neumann
Church

Band 8 pm

Friday
June 3

9th Annual Charity
Golf Day

High Bridge Hills
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(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted)
Officers:
Grand Knight Jim McCloskey
328-5176
Chaplain
Fr. James Kyrpczak
303-6243
Deputy G. K. Tom Klawunn
246-3722
Chancellor
Andy Kin
732-735-9754
Recorder
Steve Bauernfeind
638-4285
Fin. Sec.
Greg Boyle
730-8737
Treasurer
Rich Mirocco
638-4504
Warden
Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Inside Guard
Tom O’Farrell
246-7507
Outside Guard Wayne Lloyd
574-5219
Past GK
Mario Bernardo
797-6344
Trustees:
Mario Bernardo, PGK
797-6344
Kevin Loughney, PGK
797-0061
Tom Corrado, PGK
328-9440
Faith In Action Program Directors:
Faith
Andrew Rispoli (973) 417-3429
Family
Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Community
Tom Corrado
328-9440
Life
Rich Mirocco
638-4804
Fraternal Programs Directors:
Program
Tom Klawunn
246-3722
Membership Tom O’Farrell
246-7507

Ordination
Anniversaries
Rev. Leo Salvania
March 11

Birthdays
Mary Ann Furnari March 6
Deby Artiglere March 12
Greg Van Nest March 15
Stephen Majercak March 22
Kimberly Wade March 23
Wayne Lloyd March 25
Steve Fortier March 26
Robin Corrado March 28
Luke Rigatti March 30

Dist. Deputy:
Ins. Agent:

Dan Murphy
Gerry Tatarka

635-4120
(973) 713-3394

Website: www.kofc10627.org

 Regular Membership Meetings:
2nd Thursday of each month. All
members are welcomed!

Wedding
Anniversaries

 Leadership Planning Meetings: 4th
Thursday of each month. (Officers,
Trustees, Directors and Activity
Leaders are encouraged to attend.
All members are welcomed!)

Deacon Steve & Michelle
Fortier March 6
Sky & Kimberly Wade
March 9
John & Maureen Gargas

Please see the “Dates to Remember”
for changes or exceptions.

March 31

All the News That Fits.
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