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The last thing I was expecting to do at this time 
is writing the Grand Knight’s message following 
the resignation of Grand Knight Jim McCloskey.  
We thank Jim for all he has done over the many 
years, and wish him all the best.   

 Frankly, there is no way I would step into 
this position without the support of our Trustees, 
Officers, Directors and Members, who will be 
supporting - not me, but the Council. 

 The biggest news in a long time is - Liam 
Rogan, our 2021 Soccer Challenge Champion 
has moved on to become the K of C INTERNA-
TIONAL CHAMPION in his division.  In addi-
tion to recognition from the State and Supreme, 
we are investigating ways to recognize Liam for 
this amazing achievement within the High 
Bridge community. 

 To review where we’ve been, March started 
off with Chris Denis superbly pulling everything 
together to make the Free Throw Challenge hap-
pen at High Bridge, Lebanon Township and Cal-
ifon.  This was not an easy task thanks to so 
many Covid related issues, but brother Chris did 
it!  Many thanks to Chris and all the Brother 
Knights who helped out at this important pro-
gram.   

 Knights Jim McCloskey, Mark Ayotte, Steve 
Bauernfeind, John Hanley and I represented the 
Council in the Friendly Son’s of St. Patrick’s  - 
“St. Patrick’s Day Parade” in Clinton, on Sunday 
March 13th.  It’s a great small town parade, with 
many community groups out in force.  Consider 
joining us in on this event in 2023. 

 After a one-week snow delay, Steve Bauern-
feind, Sean Rogan and Robert Huglemeyer con-
ducted the Diocesan Spelling Bee at St. Ann’s 
Church in Raritan Borough (Somerset County) 
on Saturday, March 19th.   Eighth graders from 
St. Joseph Church and St. John Neumann Church 
were the top 4 finishers, who will compete in the 
State Spelling Bee on April 3rd. 

 With Covid on the decline, we hope to be 
able to enjoy more time speaking with each other 
following meetings, as opposed to fleeing from 
each other during the pandemic.  To kick that 
off, we held a shortened membership meeting on 
March 11th, followed by refreshments and social-
izing.  We are looking to move toward having 
more of such meetings in the future as we return 
to a post-Covid “normal”. 

 Graduation time is approaching, and with graduation 
comes our Joseph F. Labuta Memorial Scholarship program, 
which Mario Bernardo administers so ably.  Scholarships are 
available to students graduating from high school and who 
will attend college, are practicing Catholics and a child of a 
St. Joseph Council members in good standing. (Please note 
that the definition of “members in good standing” includes 
the requirement that dues be paid for the current year.)  

Looking forward: 

 The annual Baby Shower Collection and Pasta Supper 
are scheduled for early May.  Please support these important 
Respect Life events that Rich Mirocco heads up so well.  
Keep your eyes open for details. 

 Our biggest fundraiser, the 9th Annual Charity Golf out-
ing is scheduled for Friday, June 3rd at High Bridge Hills.  
Please try to attend this great event, along with friends and 
family.  You do not have to be a top-notch golfer to enjoy a 
day out on the links with the scramble format.  Kevin Lough-
ney has done a more than amazing job running this event 
over the years, we are blessed as a Council to have someone 
so willing and able to do all that he has.  Things are changing, 
however, now that Kevin has moved to Pennsylvania.  Alt-
hough Kevin will continue to run it this year, we need volun-
teers to help run the event and sign up sponsors.  If you are a 
regular customer at a business that you recommend, please do 
not hesitate to ask them to sponsor a prize, tee, hole-in-one, 
breakfast, lunch, or closest to pin.  Looking forward, we need 
Knights that will be able to help run this even in the future 
when Kevin is no longer able to do that from Pennsylvania.  
Join in to see how to do it 100% professionally. 

 Concerning fundraising, there is still time to join K-Club, 
where 100% of the net-proceeds support our charitable pro-
grams.  Don’t forget that he big prizes are awarded during 
week 20.  Go to our website, “kofc10627.org”, hit the “more 
tab” and scroll down to K-Club.  You just might get lucky, 
and you don’t need a set of golf clubs to play. 

 One ongoing concern is our annual dues payment.  We try 
to pay on time, but sometimes we forget.  We are often busy 
with the family or work, and then never get around to making 
payment.  Dues statements sometimes get lost in a stack of 
Christmas, and sometimes money is tight.  Besides mailings, 
we have tried emailing, text messages and then a phone call.  
For unknown reasons, the problem is worse this year than 
ever before.  We are following up, and would appreciate your 
input concerning what we can better to make this a better pro-
cess for you as a Knight and those of us who need to follow-
up.  If you haven’t paid, please send in your check or pay via 
PayPal through the website.  And, if you have any ideas con-
cerning how to improve the way things are done, please pass 
your ideas on to myself or an officer. 

Tom Klawunn, Grand Knight 
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If you, (as I) had the privilege of knowing “Fr. Gerard” you may recognize the phrase, 

“It’s FRIDAY, Sunday is coming.”  If not, you really missed something very special. 

 Fr. Gerard Lair was a Benedictine priest, Abbot of St. Mary’s Abbey in Morris-

town.  He was also the Chaplain of our St. Joseph Council and weekend “assistant” at 

St. Joseph Parish for more than a decade.  “Assistant” does not begin to describe what 

Fr. Gerard really was! 
 Fr. Gerard was the most brilliant and best homilist I’ve ever encountered in more 

than 8 decades as Catholic.  And for 10 or more years, I looked forward to, thoroughly 

enjoyed and appreciated the homily Fr. Gerard gave to us before every Easter—usually 

at Mass on Holy Thursday.  I miss “It’s FRIDAY, Sunday is coming.”   

 Fr. Gerard told of his early days as a 

priest, when he was among other Christian 

clergy asked to speak at an ecumenical Good 

Friday service.  (In Camden, I think—which 

matters not-at-all!)  Each of the speakers  pre-

sented their own views about Holy Week and 

Easter.  The message delivered was that Good 

Friday was the precursor to the most im-

portant day of the year—Easter—the day of 

Jesus’s resurrection.   And Fr. Gerard be-

lieved that some Baptist minister did a great 

job delivering that message! 

Happy Easter to all.  And let’s all please 

try to remember its significance! 

Amen?         

  “Holy Week” 
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Thanks to brothers Bob Hugelmeyer and Sean 

Rogan, the council conducted its annual 

Spelling Bee.  On January 23rd, the St. John 

Neumann Parish winners were: Emily Denis 

(daughter of council member Chris Denis)—

1st place; Christian Bollette—2nd place; Fe-

lipe Souza—3rd place; Emilia Kuhn—4th 

place. 

 The St. Joseph Parish Spelling Bee was 

held on February 27th.  St. Joseph Parish win-

ners were: 1st place—Lauren Rathbun; 2nd 

place—Kaitlyn Morales;  3rd place —Sadie 

Forsyth; 4th place—Matty Walls.    

 St. Joseph Council winners participated in 

the 2022 Metuchen Diocese Spelling Bee on 

March 19th and won all four places: Emily 

Denis—1st place; Christian Bollette—2nd 

place; Emilia Kuhn—3rd place; Lauren 

Rathbun—4th place.   

 The diocesan winners qualify to partici-

pate in the state final on April 3, 2022, at the 

Church of the Epiphany in Brick, N.J.  

 Thanks to the 8th-grade parish CCD teach-

ers who assisted, and to brother Steve Bau-

ernfeind who chaired the Metuchen Diocese 

Spelling Bee..  Additional thanks to brother 

Mike Boettcher who provided Hilltop Deli gift 

certificates for our local winners.   

Congratulations to all—Great Job! 

C-O-N-G-R-A-T-U-L-A-T-I-O-N-S 

Students! 

Above: winners l-r: Emily Denis, Emilia Kuhn, 
Lauren Rathbun and Christian Bollette. Back 
Row, brothers Steve Bauernfeind and Bob 
Huglemeyer. 

The council is now accepting applications for a Joseph 

F. Labuta Memorial Scholarship.  Applicants must be: 

 The child of a member in good standing of St. Jo-
seph Council. 

 A high school senior accepted to college in the fall.  
 A Practicing Catholic, i.e., must attend Mass and 

the Sacraments regularly.  (The applicant must 
provide a simple statement from the Pastor of his 
parish attesting that he/she practices the Catholic 
Faith by participating at Mass and the Sacraments 
and submit a 200-300 essay about 
his/her Faith.) 

Applications must be submitted using 
the Joseph F. Labuta Scholarship Ap-
plication. available from the St. Joseph 
Council website 

www.kofc10627.org/scholarship-
applications.html    

Applications must be received no later than May 1 

http://www.kofc10627.org/scholarships.html


5 

 Do you want to help a vet?   

 Do you  have some furniture you don’t 

need anymore? 

 Brother Andy Kin may be able to help!   
 
Andy has been our council Military & Veterans Activity Leader for quite a long time.  And you’ve 

seen articles in Knight Worthy News about the work he does with other volunteers to help men and 

women transition to private living situations from Veteran’s Haven North in Glen Gardner.  Several 

times each year, along with other volunteers, Andy picks up useful items and brings them to the vet-

eran’s center.  The program is coordinated by Brian Lazarus.   

 Andy explains, “They need bedroom things: mattresses, 

box springs, dressers, night tables; kitchen or dining room 

stuff, tables, chairs, but not really big hutches or china-

cabinets. For living rooms they take chairs, recliners, couch-

es, convertibles, coffee tables, end tables. They don’t accept 

electronics, 

lamps, TV's, 

stereos, any-

thing like 

that.”  

Above: George Clark , Cheryl Bade from the Veterans’ 
Administration., Andy Kin 

If you can help, contact brother Andy at  

akin8253@gmail.com or call 

 (732) 735-9754. 

Andy will work with the team to set up 

a day for pickup. 
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Our annual K of C Free Throw Tournament, held in 

High Bridge and Lebanon Township was a huge suc-

cess. 

We had just shy of 100 kids participate and met on 

the final night to break ties in a few divisions and 

give out awards to our winners.  Because we were the 

only council to have a tournament locally, our win-

ners were also crowned District Champions and were 

eligible to compete in the Regional round of the tour-

nament in Milltown, NJ. Two of our winners won the 

Regional Tournament to qulify for the State Tourna-

ment. 

A special thanks to all of our brothers (especially 

Tom Corrado for partnering with me on this) that 

helped out last week on short notice.  It wasn't the 

massive event we usually coordinate due to limited 

gym availability with the leagues having to resched-

ule a lot with the pandemic, inclement weather, etc., 

but we powered through and had a great time as al-

ways. 

Chris Denis, Free Throw Activity Leader  

2022 Champs!    
Back Row (L-R): Clare Cusack, Arianna D'Amore, 
Zeke Hanley, Brody Baykowski, Ryan Puppo.  
Front Row (L-R):  Ruby Collett, Giuliana La Mar-
ca, Josie Burd, Kyleigh Lynch, Christian Carrino, 
Dallas Monahan, Michael Puppo (Not in photo:  
Fran Vaccaro, Ashley Krushinski) 

Good luck to brother Pat Coughlin!  (Pat is 

the son of PGK Brenden & Debbie Coughlin 

and a former winner of a council scholarship!) 

Pat, his wife, Monica and kids live in 

Westchester County, NY.  Pat is in the pro-

cess of transferring to a local council there.  

9 Year Olds 
• Female Winner: Kyleigh Lynch - LTAA 
• Male Winner: Michael Puppo - LTAA Mi-

chael is also the Regional Champion for his 
age group and advanced to the state round. 

10 Year Olds 
• Female Shoot Out Finalist: Josie Burd - LTAA 
• Female Winner: Giuliana La Marca - LTAA  
• Male Winner: Christian Carrino - LTAA  
11 Year Olds 
• Female Winner: Ruby Collett - LTAA  

• Male Winner: Dallas Monahan - LTAA  
12 Year Olds 
• Female Winner: Clare Cusack - LTAA  
• Male Winner: Ryan Puppo - LTAA  
13 Year Olds 
• Female Winner: Arianna D'Amore - LTAA  
• Male Shootout Finalist: Brody Baykowski - 

LTAA  
• Male Winner: Zeke Hanley - LTAA  
14 Year Olds 
• Female Winner: Ashley Krushinski - HBYB 

Ashley is also the Regional Champion for 
her age group and advanced to the state 
round. 

• Male Winner: Frank Vaccaro: HBYB 

2022 Free Throw  
Championship 
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 The 5th Sunday Rosary offers a wonderful  

opportunity for parishioners, members and  

families.  Devotions are conducted follow-

ing the 11 am Mass at St. Joseph Church 

on each 5th Sunday with the cooperation of 

the St. Joseph Rosary Group.  

Below:  GK Tom 
Klawunn, brother 
Mark Ayotte and 
Past Grand Knight 
Jim McCloskey 
march with the 
council banner. 

Below:  Carrying the Flag of Ireland are brothers 
John Hanly  & Steve Bauernfeind. 

On Sunday, March 13, council members shared 

in the 7th Annual St. Patrick’s Day Parade cele-

bration in Clinton with many other groups. 

The parade is organized by the Hunterdon 

County Friendly Sons of St. Patrick.  The FSSP 

has become one of the ’premier’ non-profit or-

ganizations in the 

county and sup-

ports many won-

derful causes.   
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Congratulations and thank you to brother 

Chris Dietrich, council Family Director, who 

organized another annual Family Bowling ac-

tivity.  As you can see in the photos, the folks 

at Oakwood Lane in Washington were having 

fun!!!  A “good time was had by all.” 
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Friday 

April 29 

 
Willy Lynch Band 

 
Ceili Dance 7 PM 

 
Band 8 pm 

 

 
St. John Neumann 

Church 

Sunday 
May 1 

Scholarship Application 
Deadline 

See Page 4  

May 7 to May 22 Baby Shower begins 
May 7, ends May 22 

 
Pasta Supper   
Saturday 14  

Benefit for  
Life Choices & 
The House of  

New Beginnings 

St. Joseph Church Hall 

Sunday, 
May 29 

5th Sunday Rosary After 11 am Mass St. Joseph Church 

Friday June 3,  
Saturday June 4 

Cornerstone Retreat  Immaculate Concep-
tion Church 

 
Friday 
June 3 

 
9th Annual Charity  

Golf Day 

  
High Bridge Hills 

http://www.kofc10627.org/scholarships.html
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Birthdays 

Pam Nicholson   April 1 
Kathleen Boyle   April 3 
Karin Teeling   April 3 
Peter Gavigan   April 4 
Ed Schneider   April 9 

Pamela O’Farrell   April 10 
Brenden Coughlin   April 13 

Julia Schneider   April 15 
Barbara Kinsky   April 16 
Damian Rigatti   April 21 
Monika Boyle   April 23 

Margaret Lipani   April 24 
Loren Dietrich April 24 
Tom Waldron   April 25 
Greg Boyle   April 26 

Wedding  
Anniversaries 

Brenden & Debbie Coughlin    
April 22 

Joe & Therese Maretta    
April 24 

Damian & Janet Rigatti    
April 26 

Brendan & Theresa O’Shea    
April 27 

Chris & Loren Dietrich    
April 30 All the News That Fits. 

(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted) 

Officers: 

Grand Knight     Tom Klawunn              246-3722  

Chaplain        Fr. James Kyrpczak         303-6243 

Deputy G. K.      

Chancellor         Andy Kin               732-735-9754  

Recorder            Steve Bauernfeind        638-4285 

Fin. Sec.             Greg Boyle                   730-8737 

Treasurer           Rich Mirocco                638-4504 

Warden              Chris Dietrich               797-0243 

Inside Guard      Tom O’Farrell              246-7507 

Outside Guard   Wayne Lloyd                574-5219 

Trustees: 

Mario Bernardo, PGK                           797-6344 

Kevin Loughney, PGK                          797-0061 

Tom Corrado, PGK                               328-9440 

Faith In Action Program Directors: 

Faith               Andrew Rispoli    (973) 417-3429 

Family               Chris Dietrich               797-0243 

Community        Tom Corrado                328-9440 

Life                    Rich Mirocco                638-4804 

Fraternal Programs Directors: 

Program             

Membership     Tom O’Farrell                 246-7507 

Dist. Deputy:     Dan Murphy                   635-4120 

Ins. Agent:        Gerry Tatarka        (973) 713-3394 

Website: www.kofc10627.org   

 Regular Membership Meetings: 

2nd Thursday of each month. All 

members are welcomed! 

 Leadership Planning Meetings:  

4th Thursday of each month.  

(Officers, Trustees, Directors and 

Activity Leaders are encouraged to 

attend.  All members are welcomed!) 

Please see the “Dates to Remember”  

for changes or exceptions. 


