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Happy New (Columbian) Year 2022-2023, which begins July 

1st.  Whenever there is a new year, it is a time to look ahead, as 

well as a time to review some events of the prior year.   

 I didn’t expect to be Grand Knight at this point, and would 

not have assumed this position without your support.  Thank 

You for all that you do for the Council, and what you do to help 

others.  I truly appreciate all who continue as Trustees, Officers, 

Directors, Activity Leaders and active Council members.  Spe-

cial thanks to those who have stepped into new positions, partic-

ularly to Chris Dietrich who is our new Deputy Grand Knight, to 

Mark Kucharski, who is our new Chancellor, to Tom Waldron 

who is our new Warden and to Joe Gallico who is our new Fami-

ly Director.  We are prepared for Columbian Year 2022-2023. 

 I look forward to continuing all the good work we are doing 

during the new Columbian Year.  The Columbian Award appli-

cation filed during June documents 1780 hours utilized in our 

Faith In Action Programs, as well as monetary donations of 

nearly $17,000.  These are fantastic achievements, particularly 

with Covid hanging over us.  Thank you to all who made this 

possible.   

 Many of us make “New Year Resolutions” every January 

1st; I am asking some of you to make just One New Columbian 

Year Resolution this July 1st.  The resolution is simply  – “I will 

participate in ONE Council activity during the next 12 

months”.  It’s not always easy with a busy schedule – our job, 

family and so many other things in life that don’t leave a lot of 

spare time.  However, as a Knight, I feel it is a reasonable re-

quest if you are able.  You don’t have to go out and run a full 

event, but you can hopefully find time to participate in just one 

activity that you have an interest in.  If you aren’t sure what 

works, please speak to a fellow Council member, or contact me 

(908)-246-3722, leave a message).  I look forward to speaking to 

you, and to seeing you at a meeting or an event.  Perhaps you 

even have an idea concerning a new activity that the Council can 

consider.  

 We held our 9th Annual Charity Golf Day on June 3rd.  Many 

thanks to ALL your efforts, particularly those of PGK Kevin 

Loughney who headed it up as Special Events Activity Leader 

from Phoenixville, PA.  It takes many hands to make such an 

event a success; we netted over $10,000.  Looking forward, 

please mark your calendar for the 10th Annual Charity Golf Day, 

which is now scheduled for June 2nd, 2023.  Over the coming 

year, when you are frequenting businesses, consider asking them 

to sponsor the 2023 outing.  We did find ourselves short handed 

on June 3rd due to Covid, so please, so please try to make your-

selves available to help out on the day of the outing next year.  

 The 4th of July celebrates the day when our Founding Fa-

thers declared the former Colonies independent of the British 

Crown.  The Revolutionary War and much suffering followed 

before the USA was actually independent.  When enjoying time 

off with your family and friends, please give thanks all who 

came before us to make our freedoms possible.   

 Also, thank God that recent Supreme Court decisions 

tend to preserve some of our freedoms.  If you have time, 

consider attending the Lebanon Borough 4th of July parade, 

which is a great small town parade, where many groups 

participate.  You mighty even see a few fellow Knights 

marching with Hunterdon County Right To Life.  

 Looking ahead, our budget planning meeting is sched-

uled for WEDNESDAY, July 27th (to allow you and the 

family to attend Thursday evening Deer Path Park con-

certs).  Trustees, Officers, and Directors will be receiving 

additional information.  Officers and Directors need to de-

termine how much money is needed to conduct their pro-

grams; Activity Leaders need to be engaged as well.  It is 

much easier to commit funds that are budgeted than if not. 

 If you can make it, please sign up for the Family Week 

BBQ on Saturday August 6th, where our Council, and the 

New Jersey State Council will be recognizing our INTER-

NATIONAL K of C Soccer Challenge Champion - Liam 

Rogan.  Please mark your calendars so you don’t miss it. 

 The August meetings are tentatively scheduled for 

Thursday August 10th and Thursday August 24th.  The 

meetings will be finalized at the July 27th budget meeting. 

 The final K-Club 2022-1 drawing is July 3rd, when our 
ten Week 20 numbers are drawn.  These include f @ 
$50.00; 3 @ $100.00; 2 @ $175.00 and 1 at $400.00.  K-
Club is one of our fundraisers, where 100% of the net pro-
ceeds are dedicated to the Council’s charitable efforts.  
Thank you if you’ve participated in K-Club 2022-1.  If you 
have not already enrolled in K-Club 2022-2, please consid-
er joining.  The cost is $40.00 per person, which covers all 
20 drawings.   
 Installation of Officers is tentatively scheduled for 

Thursday, September 29th. 

 Enjoy the summer, and again, I am looking forward to 

seeing you at a Council event during our new Columbian 

Year. 

 Tom Klawunn, Grand Knight 

 

Above: Faith Director Andrew Rispoli present-

ing the council’s gift to Seminarian Tom 

Pluhar.  Tom has completed his 3rd of 6 years 

priestly formation.   Congratulations, Tom! 
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Two children of St. Joseph Council members were awarded Joseph F. Labuta Memorial Scholar-

ships this year. 

 Lillian Kucharski (left), daughter of brother Mark Kucharski and his wife, Jennifer, gradu-

ated from Voorhees High School and will attend Salve Regina University in Rhode Island to pre-

pare for a career in nursing.  “Lily” was an outstanding student, and very active in extra-

curricular activities.  She also served as an Altar Server at St. Joseph Church and worked with 

children at the Hunterdon Hills Ballet.  

 Lindsay Kinsky, (right), daughter of brother Dave and Barbara Kinsky also graduated 

from Voorhees High School.  While there, Lindsay was not only an outstanding student, but cap-

tained the Cross County, Spring Track and the Basketball teams!  Meanwhile, Lindsay served as 

an Altar Server at St. Joseph Church and aided Habitat for Humanity projects.  Lindsay will attend 

Seton Hall University intending to focus on Sports Management.  

Congratulations to such deserving young ladies!  

 

Brother Jon joined St. Joseph 
Council in 2005, encouraged to 
do so by his wife Cheverly’s fa-
ther, PGK Chris Wade.  Jon died 
suddenly while in Denver to cel-
ebrate the marriage of their son 
and council member James (“JJ”).  
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Suggested Gift Plans 

In order to assist you in your consideration of a commitment 
to our appeal, we have listed suggested gift plan options. We 
understand that each individual or family has different finan-
cial obligations and abilities.  (Contact the parish office for 
details.) 

Saint Joseph Church Restoration Campaign 2022 

Stocks/Securities 

If you choose to contribute appreciated securities you 
will receive double the tax benefit through: 

• Avoiding capital gains which would be paid if the 
stock market sold 

• Receiving a charitable deduction equal to the fair 
market value at the time of the gift as opposed to 
the purchase 

Please call the parish office at 908-638-6211 or the 
diocesan development office at 732-562-2438 if you 
are interested in participating this way. 

IRA Charitable Rollover 
It is important to consider your tax situation before 
deciding to make a charitable contribution from your 
IRA. Be sure to share this gift plan with your finan-

To qualify: 

• You must be 70 1/2 or older at the time of the gift. 

• Transfers must be made directly from a traditional IRA account by 
your IRA administrator to Saint Joseph Church. 

• Gifts from 401k, 403b, SEP and other plans do not qualify. 
Tax benefits: 

• Donate up to $100,000 annually. 

• IRA Charitable Transfers are excluded from gross income for fed-
eral income tax purposes on your IRS Form 1040. You receive no 
charitable deductions because no taxes paid on that amount. 

• Counts toward your required minimum distribution for the year in 
which you made the gift and the year in which the transaction 
cleared your account. 

Matching Gifts 

Please Consider 

Your pledge payments are made over a 36-month period. 

Your pledge to Saint Joseph Church is in addition to your 
weekly contribution. Payment reminders and envelopes 
will be mailed according to your payment preference. 

Additional Methods Of Support 

Parish Reserve Fund 

Any funds exceeding the fund-
raising goal will go toward the 
parish reserve fund to be used 
for special projects, Diocesan 
assessment debt rate reduction 

Church interior 

Under this project we will: 
• Relocate the tabernacle to the center of 

the altar beneath the cruise underneath 
the crucifix. 

• Add electric votive candles and place a 
statue of St. Bridget of Ireland beneath 
the Divine Mercy image. Add a lectern 

with a microphone opposite the ambo. 

Bishop’s Annual Appeal 

We are still going to conduct a 
2022 Bishop’s Annual Appeal. 
Any shortfall of our goal will 
be subsidized by our parish 
capital campaign. 

Church exterior 

Our church currently has significant water damage in its interior due to 
leaking and drainage problems. The aluminum siding is more than 50 years 
old (installed in 1968) and the vestibule roof is almost 40 years old. To 
address the church exterior, we will: 

• Replace the aluminum siding with modern siding that is not only more 
durable and energy-efficient, but also will look more like the original 
design of our church. 

• Replace the vestibule roof, re-shingle the steeple, and repair and re-
store of the window trim. 

• Add protective glazing to the stained-glass windows using modern 
materials and ventilation techniques. 

Our Present Need 

As a faithful community, together we have always met our structural and 
fiscal goals. This has provided Saint Joseph Church the opportunity to 
focus on our liturgies, sacraments, educational programs, outreach and 
hospitality with greater freedom and creativity. Even through the uncertain 
times of the COVID pandemic, our parish is thriving in many exciting 
ways. 

CAPITAL GOAL: $450,000 

How You Can Support This Campaign 
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One of the principle activities of the Knights of Colum-

bus has been to serve the community, helping to feed 

the hungry.  Knights have donated millions of pounds of food and assisted food banks and food panties, 

and helped with other community organizations.   

 The January 2022 issue of Knight Worthy News described the efforts of Rich and Linda Mirocco  at 

Valarie’s Soup Kitchen.  That’s a very significant effort! 

 St. Joseph Council members Steve Bauernfeind, Eric Blasic and Mark Kucharski spend time at the 

Open Cupboard Food Pantry in Clinton helping clients while Robert and Sue Young deliver groceries to 

shut-in clients every other Tuesday.  Brother Don Branflick leads the council’s Food for Families Pro-

gram and manages volunteer teams who pick up food and other donations from Shop Rite and its cus-

tomers every Tuesday & Thursday.  Don’s teams also handle the monthly food collection at St. Joseph 

Church and deliver that to the Food Pantry.  

 Steve Bauernfeind, PGK Mario Bernardo, Paul Lipani, PGK Wayne McKay, Jim Nicholson, Joe Gallico, 

George Mehaffey, (the late) Wayne Lloyd, worked on the pickup teams and Don recently welcomed sev-

eral new team members: council brothers Kevin Teeling and Tom Newman, former District Deputy Bob 

Keeling, Deborah Guevara, Frank Pumillo & Frank Sica who have been good friends to the council.  Ad-

ditionally, and St. Joseph Parish Secretary MaryJean Fiore does a does a bang up job supporting the 

Saint Joseph Church monthly collections with bulletin announcements   

 Their efforts provided 15 TONS of food and other products for the food pantry.  The council also 

contributed more than $2,000 (including $500 from the Supreme Council) to the pantry.   

 In the past 12 months alone, council  volunteers and spouses devoted almost 500 hours work to 

help the hungry (valued at nearly $15,000).    Ask yourself—how can I help? 

In June, there were two furniture pickups from St. Joseph's Parishioners delivered to Veteran’s Ha-

ven, North in Glen Gardner.  The photo below shows Cheryl Bade, Veterans Administration Coordi-

nator, George Clark & Brian Lazarus (Immaculate Conception Parishioners), and Andy Kin, our 

council Veterans & Military Activity Leader.  Andy reports that . “There are currently 60+ homeless 

Veterans living at the VHN.” 

If you can donate or help, call Andy at (732) 735-9754 

Some of the furniture available to veterans when they 

transition to new “digs”. 
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Last month’s St. John Neumann Parish “Kentucky Derby” event was an unqualified success, raising over 
$56,000 for the parish.   

The Diocese of Metuchen Office of Human Life 

& Dignity thanked St. Joseph Council for our 

continued support of their annual Critical Life 

Issues Conference.   

 The conference was held in March, hosted 

by St. Peter the Apostle University & Communi-

ty Parish in New Brunswick and co-sponsored 

by the Catholic Student Association at Rutgers 

University.  

St. John Neumann parish has been having annual fundraisers since the 1990s 

with brother Steve Bauernfeind heading the solicitation committee.  Steve re-

ports, “As a parish, a lot of us pull together for the benefit of the church.”  

 GK Tom Klawunn reports, “Brother Jim Murray was the auctioneer (left) ‘who 

jockeyed us’ into raising our bids.  Besides Jim and I, Hunt Patterson, Chris Denis, 

Steve Bauernfeind and Jim Knoll also attended.”  He adds, “The St. John Neumann 

auction is the parish’s biggest fundraiser.  It has been an annual event since the 

mid to late 1980’s, even before the Church Center was built.  In those days, the 

auction was held in the gym of the Old Turnpike School in Tewksbury.  Once the 

Church Center was built, it expanded to include an annual theme, a dinner dance 

plus wine and beer tasting.  It is always scheduled for the first Saturday evening 

in June.  The entire interior of the Church center is cleared out to provide space 

for the dance floor, tables and silent auction items.  With that, weekend Mass is 

held outdoors, under a tent.  Saturday evening Mass is moved up to 4:00 pm, to 

allow the tastings to begin at 5:00 pm.   

 With the Kentucky Derby theme this year, women wore big fancy hats, men 

dressed up for the occasion and Brother Jim Murray even dressed like a jockey.  

We were also treated to mint juleps served by brother Steve Bauernfeind’s son 

(John).”   
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 Another great success!  
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Thanks to brother Kevin Loughney for leading an-
other great event for the council!  (Photo at right: 
Kevin is the 2nd from the right with other VIPs.) 
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Please thank and support our sponsors! 
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Leadership Planning 
Meeting 

Annual Budget  

WEDNESDAY 

July 27 
NOTE MEETING 
NIGHT CHANGE 

All members invited! 

Saturday,  
August 6 

Family BBQ  
St. Joseph 

Church 
After 5pm Mass 

August Leadership  
Planning Meeting 

TBA   

August Membership  
Business Meeting  

TBA   

Thursday, 
September 8 

Metuchen Diocese 
Pride in Priests Dinner 

6-10 pm 
The Imperia on Easton 

Somerset 

Sunday 

September 18 
 AED/CPR Training 

St. Joseph 
Church Hall 

Thursday,  
September 23 

Installation of Council 
Officers 

 St. Joseph Church 

Friday-Saturday,  
October 21-22 

Men’s Cornerstone  
Immaculate  

Conception Church 
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Knight Worthy News is published monthly and dis-
tributed via E-mail.  Send  letters & comments to:    

gaboyle1 @ comcast.net  
Find St. Joseph Council at: www.kofc10627.org 

Birthdays 
Shirley Scarponi   July 4 
Joseph Maretta   July 5 
Tim Waldron   July 9 

Caryn McKay   July 10 
Sarah Hall   July 12 
Jill Gallico   July 16 

Chris Dietrich July 16 
Theresa O’Shea   July 26 

Lisa Buckley   July 30 

Anniversaries 

Joe & Jill Gallico    
July 12 

Ed & Julia Schneider    
July 12 

Tom & Carolyn Newman    
July 22 

Matt & Sarah Hall    
July 24 

Tom and Pamela O’Farrell    
July 28 

Mark & Carol Ayotte    
July 29 

(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted) 

Changes noted in red. 

Officers: 

Grand Knight     Tom Klawunn              246-3722  

Chaplain        Fr. James Kyrpczak          303-6243 

Deputy G. K.     Chris Dietrich             797-0243 

Chancellor         Mark Kucharski         323-0479 

Recorder            Steve Bauernfeind         399-6867 

Fin. Sec.             Greg Boyle                    500-5524 

Treasurer            Rich Mirocco                 892-8252 

Warden              Tom Waldron              391-0284 

Inside Guard        Tom O’Farrell              246-7507 

Outside Guard    Mike Krochta             500-0478 

Trustees: 

Mario Bernardo, PGK                             797-6344 

Kevin Loughney, PGK                            797-0061 

Tom Corrado, PGK                                 328-9440 

Faith In Action Program Directors: 

Faith               Andrew Rispoli     (973) 417-3429 

Family               Joe Gallico                   507-6420 

Community        Tom Corrado                328-9440 

Life                    Rich Mirocco                892-8252 

Fraternal Programs Directors: 

Program            Chris Dietrich               797-0243 

Membership       Tom O’Farrell                246-7507 

Dist. Deputy:     Dan Murphy                       635-4120 

Ins. Agent:        Gerry Tatarka            (973) 713-3394 

Website: www.kofc10627.org   

 Regular Membership Meetings: 

2nd Thursday of each month. All 

members are welcomed! 

 Leadership Planning Meetings:  

4th Thursday of each month.  

(Officers, Trustees, Directors and 

Activity Leaders are encouraged to 

attend.  All members are welcomed!) 

Please see the “Dates to Remember”  

for changes or exceptions. 


