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International Soccer Champion
Liam James Rogan
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The Rogan family l-r – Grandparents John & Patricia, siblings
Maeve Colleen, Clare Danielle (in back) twin sisters, Grace
Kathleen & Mary Faith, with (Mom) Kimberly, and champ Liam
James. At rear from center, Knights District Deputy, Daniel
Murphy, Liam’s dad Sean Rogan, St. Joseph Council Activity
Leader Kevin Speckin and Shannon McKay, High Bridge Youth
Soccer Board of Directors.

High Bridge has its first International Champion, Liam James Rogan!
Liam’s championship comes by way of the Knights of Columbus annual Soccer Challenge competition, with winners progressing through local, district, regional, and other jurisdiction-level competitions. The 2021-2022 international champions were announced by the Knights of Columbus
in New Haven, CT, based on scores from those jurisdiction-level competitions. Liam’s championship was awarded in the 10-year-old boys division.
Liam competed in our St. Joseph Council event co-sponsored by the High Bridge Youth Soccer
organization. Kevin Speckin, who organized the local competition noted that our High Bridge
event had “produced several state champions in the last 14 years, but this is the first time any of its
competitors was named an International Champion!” District Director Dan Murphy who presented the award mentioned that the Knight’s InternaEd. Note: It would be hard to overstate the
significance of Liam’s achievement. St. Joseph tional Champions often are from Europe or South
Council is one of more than 16,000 councils in America.
every state, in Canada, in Mexico and more
than a dozen other countries. The Knights of
Columbus provide an opportunity for hundreds of thousands kids to compete individually in one of the most popular sports in the
world. Thousands do compete and go
through several competition levels. And from
among all of those kids, a few become international champions. One of them came from our
Council program!

Liam’s award was presented at the 2022 Family Week BBQ supper hosted by the council for parishioners of St. Joseph Church. This year’s BBQ
supper was extra special by the success of our
young champion. Liam is the son of Knight Sean
Rogan and his wife, Kim.
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parishioners. Space is limited, and registration is required. Thank You to our Parish AED Program Activity
Leader Mark Kucharski for planning this important
event.

It

’s hard to believe that September is already upon us. Hope that you had a great and Covid
free summer, and managed to do everything
you planned. The traditional summer season ends with
the 3-day Labor Day weekend, which seemed like a minor holiday to me, not quite at the level of Independence
Day or Memorial Day. I’ve come to appreciate Labor
Day much more over the years - especially with the current labor shortages. Entrepreneurs such as Elon Musk
and Jeff Bezos would not have attained their success
without the labor and ingenuity of the American people.
Without everyday people doing so much hard work, the
United States could not be the great country it still is. I
appreciate everyone who is working, and thank working
people for their efforts more than before. Many thanks
also to you - for your hard work over the years, and for
your volunteer efforts with the Knights, Church and other
organizations.

Looking ahead to September meetings, there is a conflict with annual diocesan K of C Pride In Our Priests
dinner on Thursday September 8th. Some of us are attending, so we have rescheduled our first September
meeting for the following Thursday (September 15th).
There will not be a second meeting; the installation of
officers will be Thursday September 29th.
Many thanks to everyone who supported our Council
by joining K-Club 2022-2. There is still time to join, and
the biggest winnings occur the final week. (We wish
EVERY member would join!) The cost is $40.00 per
participant, perhaps you can even sponsor a family member. To download a K-Club form, see the QR code within this KWN or download it from the Council website
(http://www.kofc10627.org/k-club.html). Thank You to
PGK Tom Corrado for all his efforts running K-Club.

The Family Week BBQ was held on Saturday August
6 , where Liam Rogan was recognized as our first international K of C Soccer Challenge Champion. Joe Gallico, our new Family Director did a great job running the
event, with help from so many brother Knights. Thank
You to everyone who worked at and attended, for making
it a successful event. You can read about it in this issue
of KWN, the August 25th Hunterdon County Democrat and who knows where else! I appreciate Greg Boyle’s
efforts getting the word out.

As you know, we are looking for a Financial Secretary (FS), to replace interim FS Greg Boyle who will be
stepping down. Our Trustees are leading the search, particularly PGK Mario Bernardo. Your efforts are very
much appreciated.
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Fr. James called me recently to let us know that the
local Boy Scout Troop will likely be meeting at St. Joseph Church starting later this year. I feel that it’s great
that the Church will share its facilities with such a wonderful organization. It was also mentioned the scouts
meet on Thursday evenings. We’ll need to find out more,
such as which Thursday evenings the scouts meet. Per
Fr. James, it seems that the scouts are flexible, and would
normally meet in the hall when we’re in the upper room,
and could then meet in the upper room if we need the
hall.

While on the subject of Soccer Challenge, our 2022
Soccer Challenge is scheduled for Saturday September
17th at Union Forge Park. Please sign up to help, and a
chance to see reigning International Soccer Challenge
Champion Liam Rogan in action. Let’s hope for a repeat! Many Thanks to Soccer Challenge Activity Leader
Kevin Speckin for heading up this important community
activity.

Finally, many of us are concerned that the nation is
not as patriotic as in the past. If so, I suggest attending
Getting back to August, there was one regular meetthe annual John Basilone parade in Raritan Borough
ing, which focused on approving our 2022-23 budget and
(Somerset County, next to Somerville) to see small town
on our Council Calendar. It was also good to see our new
patriotism at it’s best. The parade will be held on Sunday
Family Director Joe Gallico and Warden Tom Waldron
th
attend. We always need to look ahead, provide sufficient September 18 at 1:00 pm. John Basilone grew up in
planning time for upcoming events and resolve potential Raritan Borough, served in the Army before World War
II, and then enlisted in the Marines. He was awarded the
conflicts. Please see what Greg Boyle has done to put
together a working calendar on the Council website. The Congressional Medal of Honor for heroism at Guadalcanal, and was killed in action at Iwo Jima. He was awardcalendar can be accessed through our website, so please
ed the Navy Cross posthumously for extraordinary herocheck it - and submit information concerning events or
ism. Many local and veterans organizations march in the
conflicts that should be shared. Note that the calendar
also provides links to sign up for current Council events. parade, even the local Indian Temple. I would also exFor example, I signed up for soccer challenge by clicking pect to see Sgt. John Basilone Council #13264, from St.
on the “soccer challenge” in the September 17th date box, Ann’s Church (where the Diocesan Spelling Bee is held)
marching as well. Google John Basilone Parade for more
which brought me right to the online sign up!
Another September event is the Parish AED training information. If you attend, there will be plenty of time to
get back to High Bridge for AED training.
the very next day, on Sunday September 22 at 5:00 pm.
It is open to St. Joseph and St. John Neumann
Tom Klawunn, Grand Knight
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There’s still time to signup!

SIGNUP

We have plenty of spots left!

The parish needs trained & certified
adults in the event use of the AED
machine is needed. Remember, if you
were certified more than two years
ago, your certification has expired.
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Thanks to Family Director Joe Gallico and his
staff who organized another nice K of C Family Week BBQ for members and parishioners.

HELP NEEDED!
Contact Wayne McKay (908) 328-2979
for details and to volunteer!
Sunday, October 16, 2022
10:00 am – 2:00 pm

The Family Promise mission is to help
homeless and low-income families
achieve sustainable independence.
www.unitybank.com/special-pages/
carshow
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(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted)

Birthdays
Kathy Sandrian September1
Jim Murray September 4
Jim Nicholson September 4
Terry Goddard September 5
Bill Honachefsky September 6
Bonnie Honachefsky September 7
Donna Connell September 8
Chris Wade September 10
Linda Mirocco September 10
Steve Bauernfeind September 12
Dan Gallagher September 17
Jim Knoll September 19
Harmony Waldron September 20
Kevin Loughney September 24
Vincent Scarponi September 25
Mike Boettcher September 29
Joe Gallico September 30
Sean Rogan September 30

Officers:
Grand Knight Tom Klawunn
Chaplain
Fr. James Kyrpczak
Deputy G. K. Chris Dietrich
Chancellor
Mark Kucharski
Recorder
Steve Bauernfeind
Fin. Sec.
Greg Boyle
Treasurer
Rich Mirocco
Warden
Tom Waldron
Inside Guard
Tom O’Farrell
Outside Guard Mike Krochta

246-3722
303-6243
797-0243
323-0479
399-6867
500-5524
892-8252
391-0284
246-7507
500-0478

Trustees:
Mario Bernardo, PGK
Kevin Loughney, PGK
Tom Corrado, PGK

797-6344
797-0061
328-9440

Faith In Action Program Directors:
Faith
Family
Community
Life

Andrew Rispoli (973) 417-3429
Joe Gallico
507-6420
Tom Corrado, PGK
328-9440
Rich Mirocco
892-8252

Fraternal Programs Directors:
Program
Chris Dietrich
Membership
Tom O’Farrell
Dist. Deputy:
Ins. Agent:

Dan Murphy
Gerry Tatarka

797-0243
246-7507
635-4120
(973) 713-3394

Website: www.kofc10627.org

Anniversaries
Jim & Jo Ann Murray September 3
Dennis & Dana Baucom September 7
Myles & Denise Murphy September 7
Greg & Kathleen Boyle September 10
Frank & Donna Schiller September 10
Jim & Pam Nicholson September 12
John & Mary Ann Furnari September 14
Vince & Kassy McGourty September 17
Chris & Elizabeth Denis September 18
Jim & Beverly Knoll September 22
Bill & Barbara Cerwinski September 28
Bob & Lisa Buckley September 29
Peter & Aleida Gavigan September 29
John & Eileen Hanly September 29
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Knight Worthy News will no longer contain a monthly
list of “Dates to Remember”. We have reinstituted a
Google online council calendar, available
to everyone! It will list all of the dates and
information about upcoming activities.

Access the council calendar by:
• Scanning the QR Code,
• From the Council Calendar
drop down on our website, or
• Just bookmark the link in
your browser.
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/r?cid=a29mYzEwNjI3QGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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