Knight Worthy News
St. Joseph Council 10627, High Bridge, New Jersey
A Catholic men’s organization promoting Charity, Unity, Fraternity, Family and Patriotism
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November
2022

It’s hard to believe that October has already gone by. Looking back, thank you to everyone who helped and participated
at various church and charity events including:
•
•
•
•
•

•

Distributing Roses for Life during Respect Life Month
Selling NJRTL raffle tickets (and maybe even the winning
one)
Helping organize the St. John Neumann parish picnic
Helping with the St. Joseph Church Chili Cook-off and
the Fall Festival
Helping cook the burgers and hot dogs at the Unity Bank
Cruisin’ Bob’s Classic Car Show (benefiting Family
Promise of Hunterdon and Warren Counties). PGK
Wayne McKay organized this activity, as he has done for
so many years.
Ordering and delivering Coats for Kid’s to Friendship
Center in Flemington and Life Choices in Phillipsburg.
And so much more!

There were two meetings in October, the second being a
shorter Membership meeting which left time to socialize, enjoy refreshments and take care of business in small groups
following the meeting. Hopefully this meeting format will
encourage Knights who usually don’t make longer meetings
to attend and participate.
Looking forward to November:
November 1st is All Saints Day (a Holy Day of Obligation),
followed by All Souls Day. To me, it’s a time to remember
those who went before us, to honor their memory, and yes, to
consider our own mortality. Perhaps you remember, “Tempus
Fugit, Momento Mori” (Time Flies, Remember Death) from
your first degree. We only have so much time to share with
our families, Christ and others. It’s a balancing act since
there’s never enough time to do all we would like to do, much
less what we need to do.
November also brings us Thanksgiving. It’s always a wonderful holiday where we can share time with our families, enjoy a Thanksgiving feast and thank God for all of the blessings bestowed upon us. Although most of us are doing well
(despite inflation and supply chain issues), there are others
who are in need and who can use help. There are many ways
to do this, one way is through the Open Cupboard “Adopt a
Family this Holiday Season” program; the flyer was included
with the November 27th meeting minutes. It’s basically shopping for shelf-stable foods and beverages listed on the flyer,
and bringing them to the Open Cupboard Food Pantry between 9 am – 12 pm from November 11th through the 14th.
An even better way to help others is volunteering to help
with the Council “Food For Families” program, which assists
the Open Cupboard Food Pantry in Clinton. Activity Leader
Don Branflick and his team transport the bi-weekly food contributions from Shop-Rite to the food pantry, as well as from
the Church, and help at the food pantry as well.
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During the year 2021, a total of 655 volunteer hours were
recorded for that and total monetary contributions exceeded
$2000. The efforts provided over 15 tons of food. If you’d
like to volunteer for this important program, please contact
brother Don Branflick at (908) 256-4560.
One of the Knights who has volunteered so many hours
with the Food For Families Program is our VERY Worthy Recorder Brother Steve Bauernfeind. You know him if you’ve
attended any Council events, since Steve makes so many of
them, and from the reading the meeting minutes and correspondence that he so ably sends out. Sadly for us, Steve and
his wife Nancy will be moving to Maryland later this year.
While we will surely miss Steve and all his contributions to
the Council, it is right decision for him to be closer to family,
and family always come first. Brother Steve, many thanks
from each of us as individuals and as members of this Council. You remain a dear friend.
With Steve’s move, we find ourselves with another volunteer opportunity, filling his big shoes as Recorder and very
active Knight. Please contact Steve, myself, DGK Chris Dietrich or a Trustee if you would consider assuming this important position. Please don’t be hesitant just because Steve is
such a tough act to follow, there’s no better way to learn than
on the job. Meanwhile, thank you to Greg Boyle, who will
ably fill in as Recorder for the short term.

Concerning Financial Secretary, we are still awaiting official word that Andrew’s appointment by Supreme has been
finalized. Thanks again to Greg Boyle for being our Financial
Secretary until then, and for all the support you have and will
provide.
Our only November meeting will be a Leadership
meeting on Thursday the 10th.
Besides volunteering our time, our charitable efforts
should include monetary donations. In order to donate, the
Council needs to raise funds through events such as the golf
outing, K-Club, contributions and ?(do you have a suggestion?) Bottom line: we need to find additional sources of
funding. We lost the Balloon Fest beer sales years ago and
Covid killed the ARC Collection. One idea recently brought
up is a “Pickleball Tournament.” No matter what, to make
anything work, we need to think about this and other ideas,
discuss it and organize it. If you don’t think much of Pickleball, we will certainly entertain whatever better ideas you can
provide.
Three of our brother Knights: Bill Honachefsky Jr., Andrew Rispoli and James Rispoli will become 4th Degree “Sir
Knights” at the First New Jersey District Fall 2022 Exemplification/Military Ball on Sunday November 27th. This is the
Patriotic Degree, honorees are distinguished US Military War
Veterans from the Army, Navy and Air Force. Note that tuxedos are no longer required. The next meeting of Pope John
Paul Assembly 3293 will be Monday, November 28th, the day
following the Exemplification.
Happy Thanksgiving!
Tom Klawunn, Grand Knight

New Membership Dues Schedule and Billing Process for 2023
St. Joseph Council has adopted changes for membership dues.
To encourage recruitment, we’ve eliminated initiation fees
and proration of dues for new members. (New members will not
be required to pay dues until their first full calendar year of
council membership. )

For existing members: Priests, Deacons, Honorary Life Members, disabled members & full-time college students are not required to pay dues. Honorary Member annual dues remain $15.
For all other members: annual dues are now $60, but members can pay as little as $30,
provided the dues payment is received by the council before January 15. When a member
pays his dues on or after January 15, he must pay $40, $50 or $60 depending upon when the
council receives the payment.
To avoid getting mixed up with Christmas messages and to allow more time for members
to pay dues before being ‘dunned’ in January, dues statements will be issued in mid-November
(a month earlier than in past years). And, we’ve eliminated the requirement that members who
use a credit card or pay via PayPal must pay a processing fee in addition to their dues. The
changes are intended to encourage every member to pay his dues promptly!
Statements will be sent to members via e-mail. When we issued 2022 dues statements last
December, some members reported they did not receive them, so we are trying to eliminate that
problem. And, we are going to increase communications about dues, including text messaging,
to ensure that members have received their 2023 dues notices.

If members cooperate and pay dues without being ‘dunned,’ we
expect to retain the heavily discounted, graduated dues schedule.
The first 2023 dues notice will be sent to you on November 15 from:

Please check your E-mail ‘trash’ or ‘junk’ folders if you
have not received your dues statement by November 16!
If not, please contact our Financial Secretary at
andrew@maiinsulation.com
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St. Joseph Council members assisted PGK
Wayne McKay
and other
Knights preparing food for attendees
at the annual Cruisin’ Bob’s Car
Show in Clinton. The event, hosed
by Unity Bank,

The council sponsored its annual Soccer Challenge competition for youths age 9-14. It
was co-sponsored by the High
Bridge Youth Soccer organization. Brother Kevin Speckin
led the activity and was assisted by several council members
(shown in the photo with some
youth-athletes).
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In September, Bishop James Checchio led a pilgrimage to
the Basilica of the Immaculate Conception in Washington, DC. A total of 27 busloads, with some 1300 Faithful
from parishes in the Diocese of Metuchen accompanied the bishop. Joining him were our council
Treasurer and Life Activities Director, Rich Mirocco and our Inside Guard and Membership Activities Director, Tom O’Farrell, with their wives Linda and Pam. Included were the Diocesan Festival
Choir also drawn from parishes. The choir included St. Joseph parishioners Dee Savare, Lisa
Burns, Carl Kinihan, Linda and Rich Mirocco.

The photo shows brothers Rich and Tom at
the base of the Knights’ Tower, which was
funded by the order. The Pilgrimage marked
the closing of the year of the 40th Anniversary of the founding of our Diocese of
Metuchen. The Papal Nuncio, Archbishop
Christophe Pierre was Principal Celebrant.
Bishop Checchio served as Con-celebrant.

5

Lots of kids will be warmer this winter!
St. Joseph Council expanded its participation in the Knights
of Columbus Coats for Kids program. We’ve contributed
children’s coats to Life Choices in Phillipsburg for a number
of years and, this year, we expanded ‘coverage’ to include
the Friendship Center for New Beginnings in Flemington. (Life Choices provides medical services
that encourage good pre-natal care and material assistance for families in need. New Beginnings is a
Christian non-profit outreach ministry to single mothers.) [Photo at left: brother Bill Honachefsky, Jr.
with Arlene Lippincott, Life Choices’ Office Manager (Mario Bernardo photo). Photo at right: Mimi
Koontz, Co-Director at Friendship Center for New Beginnings (Rich Mirocco photo).]

Photo at left shows officers who attended the Installation of Officers ceremony in September: Recorder Steve Bauernfeind, Grand Knight Tom Klawunn, Inside Guard Tom O’Farrell, Chaplain Fr. James Kyrpczak,
Advocate Bill
Honachefsky, Jr.,
Past Grand Knight
and Trustee Mario
Bernardo, and
Treasurer Rich Mirocco.
Photo at right
shows GK Tom
Klawunn receiving
the Columbian
Award from District Deputy Dan
Murphy.
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(Area Code 908 unless otherwise noted)
Officers:
Grand Knight Tom Klawunn
246-3722
Chaplain
Fr. James Kyrpczak
303-6243
Deputy G. K. Chris Dietrich
797-0243
Chancellor
Mark Kucharski
323-0479
Recorder
Steve Bauernfeind
399-6867
Fin. Sec.
Andrew Rispoli (973) 417-3429
Treasurer
Rich Mirocco
892-8252
Warden
Tom Waldron
391-0284
Inside Guard
Tom O’Farrell
246-7507
Outside Guard
Mike Krochta
500-0478

Birthdays
Mary Ann Meola November 4
Jim Simila November 5
Donna Schiller November 6
Paul Connell November 8
Robert Young November 10
Jeanne Brown November 11
Manuel Garcia November 11
Dennis Baucom November 11
Victoria Wise November 11
John Furnari November 12
Keith Conroy November 12
Rich Mirocco November 15
Sky Wade November 15
Paul Lipani November 15
Mark Drabich November 21
Kimberly Rogan November 20
Barbara Gallagher November 20
Walter Laskowsky November 21
Jennifer Kucharski November 24
Mary Branflick November 27
Denise Drabich November 29
Myles Murphy November 30

Trustees:
Mario Bernardo, PGK
Kevin Loughney, PGK
Tom Corrado, PGK

797-6344
797-0061
328-9440

Faith In Action Program Directors:
Faith
Family
Community
Life

Andrew Rispoli (973) 417-3429
Joe Gallico
507-6420
Tom Corrado, PGK
328-9440
Rich Mirocco
892-8252

Fraternal Programs Directors:
Program
Chris Dietrich
Membership
Tom O’Farrell
Dist. Deputy:
Ins. Agent:

Dan Murphy
Gerry Tatarka

797-0243
246-7507
635-4120
(973) 713-3394

Website: www.kofc10627.org

Access our council calendar by:
•
•

Anniversaries
Deacon Tom & Anne McGovern
November 1
Robert & Casey Hugelmeyer
November 4
Keith & Coleen Conroy
November 12
Steve & Nancy Bauernfeind
November 20
Tony & Mary Sorgi
November 23
Phil & Cindy Titus
November 25
Mark & Jacquie Niederle
November 27
Jim & Regina Rispoli
November 28

•

Scanning the QR Code,
From the Council Calendar drop
down on our website, or
Just bookmark the link in your
browser.

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0/
r?cid=a29mYzEwNjI3QGdtYWlsLmNvbQ
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